Online course in Biblical Hebrew

This manual is to be used in conjunction with the iTunes U course in Biblical Hebrew from the
University of Copenhagen. The exercises are by Martin Ehrensvard, PhD, and are a translation
from the Danish Bibelsk hebraisk grammatik. Interspersed with the exercises you will find the
Hebrew Helps by Thomas Finley, PhD.

The course is not intended for self study. You should discuss your translations of the exercises
with a teacher.

Corrigenda: Note an error in exercise 7, sentence 3, the second word. If you remove the first two
letters of that word, you be able to make sense of the sentence.



Exercise 1, The Alfabet

This is an exercise in reading Hebrew letters. All the words in this exercise are real hebrew
words, but they are not put together in sentences. The stress usually is on the last syllable. If

thisis not so,a is placed over the syllable which has the stress. In 1-4 you will encounter

all consonants and most vowels. In 5-8 you will encounter the rest of the vowels, including
gamets hatuf (Lambdin 10.2, p. XXVI).
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Table of Additional Information about the Hebrew Alphabet

Old Can. | Printed | Handwritten Description (reconstructed) Translit. | Name
& N X glottal stop b Alef
ﬁ o) :1 bilabial, voiced, stop b Bet
1 3 \2 palatal, voiced, stop g Gimel
4 - T dental (alveolar), voiced, stop d Dalet
a = "7 guttural (laryn.gea]), voiceless, h He

spirant

Y 1 ’ bilabial, voiced, spirant v/iw Vav

(Waw)
yA ' T dental, voiced, sibilant z Zayin
E n n guttural, voiceless, spirant h/ch Chet
@ ) ¢ dental, voiceless, stop, velarized t Tet
i 5 > palatal, semivowel y Yod
p | a = T 2 palatal, voiceless, stop k Kaf
/ 5 6 lateral, liquid, voiced I Lamed
W on g N bilabial, voiced, nasal m Mem
ﬁ ] 3 I 3 dental (alveolar), voiced, nasal n Nun
$ D o) dental (alveolar), voiceless, sibilant S Samekh
O ) Y guttural (pharyngeal), voiced, < Ayin

spirant
/] q ) -(} 9 bilabial, voiceless, stop p Pe
)1‘ vr N Y &, | dental (alveolar), Yoiceless, sibilant, s/ts Tsade
velarized
q) P P velar, voiceless, stop, velarized q Qof
4 M liquid, voiced, (guttural?) r Resh
W n U) dental (alveolar), voiceless, sibilant § Sin
(lateralized?)

w ) U) palato-alveolar, voiceless, sibilant $/sh Shin
1’ N N dental (alveolar), voiceless, stop t Tav




CHART OF THE MASORETIC VOWELS

SHEVA-TYPE VOWELS FULL VOWELS
(EXTRA-SHORT) SHORT TONE LONG UNCHANGEABLY
LONG
Ce ?3 (vocal shewa) a 13 (patach) | a f; (qamets) |4 TT?; (qamets-he)
Ca ?_{ (chatef-patach) e ?3 (segol) e 12 (tsere) € M (tsere-yod)
c* N (chatef-segol) i 12 (chireq) i "M (chireg-yod)
Co N (chatef-qamets) o 13 (qamets- | O " (cholem) |6 M (cholem-vav)
chatuf)
u D (qibbuts) 4 M (shureq)

NOTE: The Hebrew consonants {2 and X are given as a point of reference only. “C” is used to stand for any

consonant sound.

DETERMINING WHERE TO DIVIDE SYLLABLES

It is important to know how to divide a Hebrew word into syllables. Certain vowel changes

that occur when suffixes or endings are added to words will be easier to explain if you
understand syllable division. Syllables are open or closed. If a syllable ends in a vowel it is
“open” (CV). Ifit ends with a consonant (CVC) it is “closed.” Extra short vowels cannot occur
in a closed syllable. Here are some important generalizations about the syllable structure of
Hebrew words:

1.
2.

3.

A syllable cannot begin with a vowel. #VC
There are no vowel clusters in Hebrew. #VV (58?@7 = yis-ra-"¢l)
There are no word-initial consonant clusters. # #CC ('1?3‘2:7 = sh®-mor)

Consonant clusters may be in the middle of a word or at the end, but they may not have more
than two consonants. #CCC (171 W’ = yish-m€ri)

A short vowel in an open syllable must be stressed. ('[‘7?3 = mé-lekh)
(the stressed syllable is bolded)

A long vowel in a closed syllable must be stressed. (DﬁP?TJ = ma-qom)
A closed, unstressed syllable must have a short vowel. ('[5?3 = meé-lekh)

An extra short vowel may not receive the stress. #E



Exercise 2, nominal clauses and verbal clauses

The exercise contains correct Hebrew sentences. Until exercise 15, the sentences are taken
from the Biblia Hebraica, and in some cases simplified. 1-5 and 7 below are nominal clauses,
i.e. clauses without a finite verb, where we in English will understand a form of the verb ‘to
be’. The rest of the exercise presents the simplest form of the finite verb, perfect, 3. masculine
singular, characterised by qamets and patah plus the three consonants that we call the root,
which carry a certain meaning that can then be specified by the addition of vowels and

consonants, e.g. '1?_32;2, ‘he said’. The general rule is that the perfect signifies the past tense.

In 5 and 7 you will see the active participle in masc. sing., characterised by the three
consonants of the root plus holem and tsere, e.g. AN, ‘saying’. It is often used in nominal

clauses, e.g. AN D’HBN, ‘God (is/was) saying’.

In 12 and 13 you will see the particle 51X (/ IX), which often is places in front of the object
and which is not translated

In 1,4 and 11 you will see the conjunction 1, ‘and’. Note the dash (called magqgef) in 5, 6,7,

8, 13 and 15, which is often used to connect words that are closely connected in meaning. The
word combination is then pronounced as if it were one word.
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Vocabulary

God mRPh
Just Prs
and ]
straight, just '1\47:
unclean N0
pers. pron., he X7
lion N
Judah EIN
pers. pron., 1 "I ,’DRS
dust, earth v
ashes ﬁDN
shout, call NTP
to '7}(

walk, go
Moses
Pharao
say

send
Noa
dove
Abraham
travel
Karan
live, sit
between

Kadesh

o
T
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i
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HO]
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HTIYTOR MR TN 12

TR 279K 07 13

ARTTOR 90 T 20D 14

and

Sjur (name)
Abimelek
take

write
object marker
Sarah
remember
write
book,letter
David

Joab

mbl
777K
mpo
mlgie
gh
T
ml)
mlge
e
T
i



Root: All Hebrew verbs are based on a root consisting of three letters. These three letters contain
the semantic component (meaning), and various forms of the verb are constructed from this root.

The Hebrew Verb: An Overview

Also nouns may be derived from such a root. For example:

1. The root MW bears the meaning “keep” or “guard.” These three letters show up in all forms
of the verb; hence the root is said to be “strong.” Some nouns have this root as well:

a.
b.
C.
d.
€.

2. The root 1Y bears the meaning “do” or “make.” Since the third letter, the Ae, stands for a
final vowel, it will sometimes drop or or change to a different vowel letter. Such a root is said

’Djfg@' — I kept
'TDYL:?". — he will keep

=M — one who keeps

o W?ﬂ — a prison (i.e., a place where prisoners are kept)

DW?S W — a guard or watch

to be “weak.” There is also a noun that has this root.

a.
b.
C.

d.

€.

f.

Base

1. The Suffix Conjugation (SC) of the Qal pattern (the simplest pattern) consists of a set of
person/gender/number (PGN) suffixes attached to the base. These suffixes are constant for all
forms and patterns (a.k.a. “stems”). There are only two possible variations: the dagesh lene
may drop out or change its status to dagesh forte, and there is a special 3fs suffix for roots

O — he did, he made

"NYWY -1 did, I made

1Y — they did, they made

TTWSJZ — he will do, he will make
1(27;.:72 — they will do, they will make
TTWSJ?_D — deed, work

whose third letter is 4e (standing for a final vowel).

a.

Diagram: <— <« <«

PGN Suffix

_|_

<«—

: The “base” of a verb is that part of the verb which is left when all prefixes and suffixes
have been stripped from it. For a strong root it will have all three of the consonants present,
while for a weak root one or more of the letters may change form or drop out of the base. The
concept of base is helpful when thinking about the different forms of the verb.

<<«—

BASE
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b. Examples
1) M+ MY — YA = I kept
2) 1+MY — 1MW = they kept
3) M. +7mU — 77U = she kept
4) "M+ — MRV = made
5) 1+ WITJ - ’IiUSTJ = they made
6) 10 +!USTJ — TTDWSTJ = she made
2. The Prefix Conjugation (PC) of the Qal pattern consists of a set of four single consonant
prefixes R Y 3 ) for the PGN that are added to the front of the base. These prefixes are

constant for all forms and patterns (stems). The N always stands for 1cs (I), the ® for 3m (he,

it, they), the J for 1cp (we), and the I (with or without dagesh) for all the 2nd person forms

(you) or for 3f (she, it, they). The finer distinctions are made by adding an additional set of
suffixes where necessary. The Suffix Conjugation consists only of suffixes, while the Prefix
Conjugation always has a prefix but sometimes also a suffix. The vowel that goes with the
prefix varies according to the verb pattern (stem) or according to the type of root (e.g., initial
guttural or middle weak).

a. Diagram: <— «— “«— “«— “«— «— «—
Additional suffix| + | BASE | + | Prefix
b. Examples:

1) ﬁm@? R — =i W& = [ will keep (no additional suffix for this form)
2) 14N+ — 1MW = they (m) will keep

3) MY+ — MW = he will keep (no additional suffix for this form)
4) W+ N — UK =1 will sit down (root is 2W?)

5) 142U+ — 12U = they will sit down

Handling the Vowels

1. The “characteristic vowel”: this vowel occurs under the second root letter and is significant
with respect to the verb pattern (stem), whether the root is “stative” (a condition or state, no
action) or non-stative (an action), and whether the root is of certain “weak” types.

a. Examples:

1) Qal SC, non-stative = patach (e.g., "[5;1, he went)
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2) Qal SC, stative = patach (e.g., P11, he/it was strong); tsere (e.g., |21, he is/was old);
cholem (rare, e.g., ’ﬂléi?, [ am unworthy)

3) Qal PC, non-stative = cholem (e.g., 1?32:7'7, he will watch)
4) Qal PC, stative = patach (e.g., P73, he is righteous)
5) Qal PC, non-stative with guttural = patach (e.g., Y1 (@7"}, he will hear)

6) Qal PC, non-stative with deleted initial yod =tsere (e.g., 2UR, she will sit)

. What happens to the characteristic vowel?

1) If there is no ending or if there is consonant ending, then the characteristic vowel
appears.
‘[bﬂ = he went, ‘ﬁD‘?U = [ went,; 7?3(@7‘_ = he will watch;
PINRYR = you (fp)/they () will watch
2) If there is a vocalic ending, then the characteristic vowel becomes shewa.
ﬂ;‘?a = she went; ND‘?U = they went, ﬁf;(@f'f = they (m) will watch;
'Dfﬁﬂ = you (mp) will sit
The “heavy endings”: these are endings that have the shape CVC. The only examples for
the verb are the 2™ plural endings BR— and JF—. For the pronoun endings on a noun or
preposition they are the 3" plural endings Bi1— and ]77— and the 2" plural endings
BO—and ]2—.

1) Verb: DI'W?_JW = you (mp) watched, ]ﬂﬁ?_ﬂ(ﬁ = you (fp) watched
2) Noun: Q137 = their (m) words; 11177271 = their (f) words
3) Preposition: Ri12N = their (m) father; 1717 3R = their (f) father
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Exercise 3, the definite article and the short prepositions

In the exercise you will encounter the definite article (Lambdin 1.14), the short prepositions
;3, '7 and D (Lambdin 1.15), and the difference between what is read and what is written
(qere/ ketib) with regard to the name 11777 The pronunciation *Jehovah’ stems from a

misreading of the word, the fact is that some words were pronounced/ read differently from
what the consonantal text reads. In the case of this name, at one point during the text’s
transmission the name was no longer read as Jahve (or whatever the original reading was), but
rather as Adonay ("my lord’). In order to signal this, the vowels from Adonay (in a slightly
moderated form) were added to the original consonants, and the combination of those vowels
with the consonants of the name produced the form Jehovah which is close to a grammatical
impossibility in Hebrew. Sometimes only the shwa and the qamets is written, the cholem
being omitted.

Further, in 9 and 11 you will meet nouns used as adverbs. This means that you in a translation
to English must add a preposition, e.g. AU M1, *he anointed with oil’. In 7 and 8, note the

preposition X (/ IX), *with’, *by” which looks exactly like the object marker, but is a

completely different word with a completely different meaning. In most cases, the context
will make it clear whether you are dealing with the object marker or the preposition. Note also
that the verb in perfect, 3. masc. sing. is sometimes vocalised with gamets-qamets, instead of
gamets-patach.
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Vocabulary

Jahve mim,mim
in, on, with, by, at ol
Zion ]T’B
big 517

consonant lengthening + i1
the definite article

prophet N’::l
king TR
man UK
fruit =
eat oX
to, for 17
prep. + def. art. i7 /‘?
light 7R
day o
darkness -[Wﬁ

TN BY DRI DTOR W 1

1292 WRT 791 12

TTORTOR WMT R 13

DX MUK TR DX ) 14

(DIPTTOR DIRT DY 15

TR DTN T3P 16
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Lot

with
Abram

cut, make
covenant
with

anoint

oil

rib

from

man

shape, form
field, earth
fall

prep. + def. art.

sword

i
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qm
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O
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e
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I
oo
iy
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P
p|

270

snake

woman

give

hear

voice, sound
farm, serve
accumulate
orain

according to, like
prep. + best. art.
sand

relative pronoun
which
on, over, by

Sca

wrm
IR
iy
k5jalva
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T2
s
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>
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Exercise 4, inflection of nouns

Here you will see the inflection of nouns and adjectives in masculine and feminine, singular,
dual and plural. The masculine does not have a special ending in the singular, but the

feminine often ends in /7 , e.g. ﬂ@&, ’woman’. The dual ends in3” _ | e.g. D’_j_’;-?, ‘two eyes’.
In the plural the masculine ends inQ” | e.g. D"Jf;?, *chiefs’, while the feminine ends in 11,
e.g. ST, “signs’. See Lambdin 1.13, 2.19, 3.22, 4.25.

Further you will see examples of different ways that adjectives and nouns relate to each other
(Lambdin 3.23), e.g. '77'[% DX, a great god’, or "IN {137, *Tam old’.

You will also meet the demonstrative pronoun. In masc. sing. it is ﬂ{, in feminine sing. it is
PIT, and in the plural (which is common to masc. and fem.) it is n'bN The demonstrative

pronoun sometimes behaves like a noun and is then with the definite article, e.g. 'Dzﬂff i,
’this (is) the first born’, or as adjective in which case it has the definite article, e.g.

P N

Finally you will see some more examples of the verb in the perfect, i.e. 3. fem. sing. This ends
in T_, fx IT)IAN, “she said’, and 3. masc. pl. which ends in 7, e.g. 1727, ’they remembered’.
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Vocabulary
every, whole, all 47; ,‘73
earth, land ]/-125{ ,T'TSI

prince, chieftain '](47
beginning siwhe!
create X722
heaven my rzw
adj. and noun.; old IR
remember el
do oY
sign IR
these ﬂ‘?&
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big, in pl. many
g0

Balaam

this

first born
Rebecca
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know

good
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food
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pers. pron. 3. m. sg. N1
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plur. of 017, day o

13



Summary of Vowel Changes

NOTE: For reading the Hebrew Bible, it is not necessary to be able to reconstruct vowel changes. However, it
helps to be generally familiar with the changes which take place so words can be recognized more easily.

Part 1: General Principles of Syllable Structure

1. The vowel changes that occur in nouns, verbs, adjectives, prepositions, etc., depend upon the
syllable structure of the word. The principles of syllable division are:

A.

Syllables are either open (end with a vowel) or closed (end with a consonant).

1.
2.

Open = CV (C = consonant; V = vowel); me-lek : me = open; lek = closed
Closed = CVC

A syllable cannot start with a vowel. #VC

1.

3.

Implication: '[‘7?3 must be me-lek, because *mel-ek would violate the phonological
rules of Hebrew.

Implication: An aleph with a vowel following it must be pronounced as a glottal
stop: 1IN = ‘e-rets, where " is the glottal stop.

Exception: '[‘7?31 is ti-me-lek (“and a king”)

Two vowels cannot occur together without a consonant between them. (exception is the
“furtive patach” which forms a “bridge” between a non-“a’-class vowel and a final chet
or ayin).

1.

Implication: Where it is necessary to add a vowel to another vowel, one of them
(usually the first) has to drop out. With a noun like iT910 (mare), the ending is

actually a vowel (2) even though it is supplied with a %e. In this case, the Ae is not a
consonant but merely a marker that says this word ends with a (long) vowel. The

femining plural ending is also a vowel, namely 19— (—ot). When the plural ending
is added, the singular marker must be dropped first, because the combination *dé is
impossible in Hebrew.

Exception: 1117 is pronounced r4i“ch, with the sound /u/ shifting into the sound /a/ just

before the pronunciation of the chet. This is because a pronunciation “bridge” is
needed between a non-a-class vowel farther to the front of the mouth and a final chet
or ayin that were prounounced originally in the larynx.

Consonants cannot cluster at the beginning of a syllable. ##CC (# = beginning of a
syllable)

1.

Implication: There cannot be two sheva’s together at the beginning of a syllable.
This applies, for example, to adding the preposition 5 (without the definite article) to
a noun that already begins with a sheva.

Example: ‘78’!?3(;7' + ‘7 — ‘7&51?3 W‘? (to Samuel). It was necessary for the sheva with
the © to shift to chireq so that the word would not begin with two sheva’s. This

applies also to chatef vowels, except that the first sheva shifts to the corresponding
short vowel that is part of the chatef-vowel : DTN + '7 — Dﬁ&‘? (to Edom).

Vowel Changes (Dr. Finley), page 1
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E. Consonant clusters may be in the middle of a word or at the end, but they may not have
more than two consonants. ZCCC
Implication: If two sheva’s occur in the middle of a word, then the first is silent, while

the second is vocal. 7AW" = yis-mC-rit. If the second sheva were not vocal, then there
would be too many consonants together (*yismrii; cf. also “D” above).
F. A short vowel in an open syllable must be stressed.

1. Implication: In ‘[5D the first syllable must be stressed because it is open and has a
short vowel.

2. Implication: In a word like QY (people), the plural ending, which is expected to
receive the stress, requires the mem to be doubled so that the patach, a short vowel,
will not be left in an unstressed and open syllable: B3, If the consonant in a
situation like this cannot be doubled, then the initial vowel will lengthen: 71
(mountain) — 8777 (mountains). In a few cases the lengthening of the vowel occurs
in the singular but the plural has the doubled consonant and a short vowel: Jf? (heart)
— 1925 (hearts).

G. A 'long vowel, whether long or full long, in a closed syllable must be stressed.

1. Implication: in 7t W’ the last syllable must be stressed because it has a long vowel
and is in an open syllable.

2. Implication: in the word MIA2M (wisdom) the stress is on the last syllable. Hence the

gamets under the chet cannot be long, since it is unstressed. Therefore that gamets
must the the short o (gamets chatuph).

H. A full long vowel may occur in a closed, stressed syllable, but only if it is not the last
syllable in the word.

Implication: for a middle weak root the PC (imperfect) has a basic pattern @327 . In this

case the final syllable is closed, stressed, and has a full long vowel (7). The feminine

plural by analogy ought to be *taqiimnd, with pre-tonic stress. But that would require the
full long vowel to be in a closed, non-final syllable (giim). Instead the form becomes

either TT;?SWPH, with an inserted vowel to force the syllable with the full long vowel to
become an open syllable, or TTQD?IT‘I, with the full long vowel shifted to the long cholem.

I. A closed, unstressed syllable must have a short vowel.
Implication: In 55 (all, every), the syllable is closed but also stressed. Hence, a long
vowel (cholem) is possible. However, joining a word to another word by a magqef
deprives the first word of its main stress. Thus, when 55 is joined by maggqef to another
word, the long cholem no longer occurs in a stressed syllable. As a consequence, the
cholem shifts to the short gamets-chatuf: '5;

J.  An extra short vowel (vocal sheva or a chatef vowel) may not receive the stress.

! For the classification of vowels as either “long” or “full long” see “Vowels and Syllables” under “Helps
for Hebrew 1.”

Vowel Changes (Dr. Finley), page 2

15



K. A word in Hebrew cannot end with a short vowel (i.e., it cannot have an open syllable at
the end with a short vowel).
Implication: In X723 (he created) the paradigm leads us to expect a patach with the resh.

However, if aleph does not have a vowel after it, then it becomes silent. Hence, the
patach of the paradigm must lengthen to gamets so that the word will not end with a
vowel.

2. Always start at the point of the word where a change is to be made in order to figure out
vowel adjustments. If you are going to add an ending or suffix, start at the end and move
forward. If a prefix is to be added, consider the type of consonant and vowel in first position
after the prefix is added, and determine its effect on the vowel of the prefix itself.

Part 2: Application of the Principles to the Noun

1. Take the form 727 (word).
A. We want to add the plural ending of the absolute state.

1.
2.

Does it have a long vowel? Answer: Yes. The vowel gamets is long.

Add the ending, but omit the vowels temporarily: 2Y723% This ending is stressed, so

the final syllable will receive the stress. Therefore, the accent pattern will change
when the ending is added.

. For the vowels gamets and tsere, the principles are as follows:

a. These vowels normally remain in the stressed (tone) syllable or in the syllable
before the stress (pre-tone).

b. Otherwise (propretonic), these vowels must become sheva. (Exception: the
gamets of the article. Also, a few words will have unchangeably long gamets).

c. The result:

1) The gamets before the ending remains since it is pre-tone: 3?72

2) The first vowel becomes sheva since it is propretonic: 2373

B. We want to get the construct singular form of 727:

1.
2.

No ending will be required, since the vocabulary form does not have an ending.

A special rule applies here. If the noun has no ending, then gamets or tsere as the
last vowel will become short (qamets — patach; tsere — seghol): 127 (cf. 12, the
construct state of 12)

Any other gamets or tsere will become sheva. 137 (as in 177 27 the word of
the Lord)

C. We want to get the construct plural form of 727:

1.

Add the construct plural (masculine) ending: 0237 In this case the ending is

considered unstressed in that in a construct phrase the main stress falls on the second
noun.

Any other gamets or tsere will become sheva: *¥727

Vowel Changes (Dr. Finley), page 3
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3. Two sheva’s cannot stand at the beginning of a word (word-initial consonant clusters
are not permitted). In a situation as above where both sheva’s would be simple, the

first becomes chireq. 37 (as in '[5?53 2% the king’s words)

2. We want to get the construct form of I2Y: This has the same result as for the construct
singular of 7271, except that the sheva under the ayin () must be a chatef vowel (because
ayin is a guttural). 72 (as in YW?:{U RY the dust of the earth)

3. We want to get the construct plural form of Q27 (wise, wise one): The procedure yields the
same results as for 737, except that the chet (1) receives the vowel patach. This is because

the plural absolute is B¥2217, with chatef-patach due to the guttural chet. In this case, the

problem of two sheva’s at the beginning of a word is resolved by making the first sheva (that
is, the one with chet) the vowel which corresponds to the short vowel used with the

composite sheva. 21T (as in 53; M2 the wise men of Babylon)

Part 3: Verb Rules
1. The “characteristic vowel” is the vowel that follows the second root letter. It is:
A. Patach for most verbs in the gal SC (perfect) — 7?_3@7 (he watched)
B. Tsere or cholem for stative verbs in the gal SC — 22 (he is heavy); ]L’)E —heis

small/young [fsere is only for the 3ms; other forms have patach — 732 (you are
heavy)]

C. Cholem for most verbs in the gal PC (imperfect) — 21 fD’ (he will watch)

D. Patach for either statives in the gal PC or roots whose second or third root letter is a
guttural —T22? (he will be heavy); U2 W" (he will hear); 5?5!;7"_ (he will ask)

2. Ifa vowel is added directly to the base (the part that includes the root but without any
endings), then the characteristic vowel will become sheva or a chatef~vowel.

A. 1MW — they watched; 1722 — they are heavy; WA — they (m) will hear
B. 198U — they (m) will ask
3. The preformative vowel for the prefix of the gal imperfect will be:
A. Chireq normally — 21 (DJ (we will watch)
B. Segol with the prefix X or with any prefix when the verb has a guttural as first root letter
and is a stative verb — 1 wx (I will watch); PITR (you will be strong)

C. Patach if the verb has a guttural as first root letter (and is not stative) — "I:;.?D (she will
serve)

4. If a word is “in pause” (the last word in a phrase), the characteristic vowel will appear even
in forms where it would otherwise become sheva.

AR W’ — they will watch (normal form)
B. MW" — they will watch (pausal form)

Vowel Changes (Dr. Finley), page 4
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Exercise 5, the construct chain

In Hebrew, the genitive is expressed by placing two nouns next to each other, rather like in
English but without the word ’of’. The king of Israel, e.g., is 5&?@’ '[5?3 The first word

loses all or part of its stress, and therefore there is no stress indicator in -[17?3 which otherwise

is pronounced '[77?3 The loss of stress often results in vowel changes in the word, and in

addition, it never carries the definite article. We say that the first word is in the construct state,
and the last word is in the absolute state.

In the construct state, the feminine words ending in /T add afl, e.g. ﬂ:ﬁﬂ (absolute state),
but 51795 (constuct state). Further, O in masculine plural drops away in the construct state,
e.g. D"ﬂi7N (absolute state), but ’ﬂﬁx (construct state). See further in Lambdin § 72.

Note also that the participle is inflected as an adjective, e.g. WaX, *says’ (sg.) , and D"_l?;&,
’say’ (pl.), and that Hebrew sometimes uses the plural of words that in English are in the
singular, e.g. ﬂ?'[l?Tﬁ, ‘genealogy’, ‘story’.

OIS IR WRTOR M M 1

DORIDTIOR MM MR WK 55D DY ROk DR TR Mok 2
TR T 09I 3

ORI 772 MR 1R ST TR S0P 4

07287 DIRInTOD AR 922 790 yol s

YORM DT DTN PR 6

RTOY T M 090 YD o D YRR 7

TP XD DRI 70T D0 n¥pa 727 XD 0N UK 0N 8
Y XD O°8D 2w

TN PP TIN BRI T AT 9
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T3 D121 0D BIRT 027K DTORTTIR 1077 10

QPP TR T2 DR MIMTITTOR 0027 0w 1090 11

Vocabulary

Earth, land TWN
Eeypt D730
Aaron mnx
o P
people oy
(here) o)

according to

which WX
Israel '7&:1(17’
teaching amhg
perfect myalg
Kill oup
Egyptian XN
Josiah mfajx"
tear down i
Babylon '7:13
wall ﬂ@jﬂ
Jerusalem Dﬁ@'ﬁ’:

demonstrative pron. ﬂ‘?N
plur., these; (here) this

genealogy, story m"r'?ﬁm

17923 AP 30,02 00 MmN M M0 12
Y 12 5P TP DR DT M

from the end of PR
(here) after

year; here dual ﬂg@?

plur. of 21, day: mpaly

sometimes follows other
words for time and is then

not translated

dream obn
nterjection, 100k! b
stand miaby;
river, (here) the Nile X
happy WX
not XD
g0, (here) follow '[51'[
counsel, plan Y
guilty,sinner, YA

T T

evil person
fem., way, path '[-17

sinner N
seat, dwelling, place 281
scoffer 'r“'?
sit, dwell mlviy

know 0T
just Prs
perish TAX
son 13

daughter; p/ m’:; gl
conjunction, because 2
good, pretty mbli
pers. pron. 3 £ pl, they ﬂ;ﬁ
big, i1 the pl. many 27

mountain a0
house ﬂ"fi
Jacob ZPQ’_
spirit 17
wisdom pamg]
insight (gl
strength 3l
knowledge ny 'f
fear xa?
Jesse W
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Exercise 6, the preposition 7 and the interrogative
particle

The preposition ]D, "from’, ‘of’, when it precedes a word without the defininte article, has its final
nun assimilated with that word’s first consonant. So, ‘fruit’” in Hebrew 1s "',15 but,’of fruit’ in
Hebrew isn't "2 773, but > 2. The assimilated 3 will cause the following word’s first consonant
to be long (note that the dagesh lene in the B in 2 has turned into a dagesh forte in " J20).

(This rule does not apply with the gutturals - &, i1, 7T, ¥ - since they cannot be lengthened as we
shall see later; before a guttural, then, the 1 will vanish completely, but the vowel of the
preposition 72 will change from chireq to tsere. Thus, "of the tree’ - 772 + 1" - would be 7" J13).

Note, as mentioned, that the assimilation only takes place if the word doesn’t have a definite article.
"From the tree’, then, is J"¥iT 2.

In order to indicate that a phrase is intended as a question, the interrogative particle n-f 1s used. It

looks like the definite article, except that it usually has a chatef vowel, and not a full vowel (gamets
or patach).

In the exercise you will also meet some first and second person forms of the perfect verb.

YT 7Y 02 TERT TR 1

PIRTR UKD DK 2

7K YOI AT DTOR WK 3

PEPIR TIX 7D MDD TN UKD N 4

DTOR DINRTIR oRaY XD EIORT K021 0K 5

D82 NPIR WK 2T OOPTTIR 27030, TUhTOR DUTTIRT IR 6

D72, X2 TORYTIR RITTTURTOR MM TIROD N 7
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Vocabulary

take ﬂP‘?
woman TR
fruit Bi=
tree I
knowledge Dy éf
eat 5oX
man WK
interrogative particle 1]
give I
to me S

pers. pron. 1 sg, 1 "IN
prophet N’:l-l

1o, not X5
(here) keep mlai]
commandment mxn
call NP

0i0 *12 D Y ) ah yoRT 8

DAY P73 DR2IDTTIN DTON M 9

1P ot niniRaT A%UR 10

PO NN 11

ORIDY "2 TIE ETITOR AR M v 12

remember 07

<

bread Dﬂ'?
messenger, angel '[Ni??l
pers. pron. fsg,you P

childless Py
gives emphasis X]
(not to be translated)
give birth T
emptiness, chaos tinig)
emptiness, chaos tinia}
surface, face mih})
over jpi= 5y
darkness '[Uﬁ
ocean, abyss m)) iy
give, (here) put 1
star 3;7'3

firmament 7
rule Suin
light N
day o3
night TI'?’V?
dem. pron. fsg, this DT
know o
levite ’]'?
middle T8
T2, from, from the
middle of
son 12

the Israelites '7&:1(27’ 12
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Exercise 7, pronominal suffixes

The personal pronouns in their independent form (e.g. FIX, "IN etc.) are almost exclusively used as
subject, or in order to emphasise the subject. When a personal pronoun is the object, or part of a
construct chain, or governed by a preposition, a shorter form is used. This shorter form is added to

the word that it is connected to and is therefore called a suffix, e.g. D’ﬂ'?N, 'God', but Wl’ﬁ'??s,

'our God', D(;j, name’, but 1?3@, 'his name'. The forms of the suffixes vary, according to whether
the word they are added to ends in a consonant or a vowel (see paradigm below). The suffixes are
usually added to the construct state form of the word in question, and the vowels of the word often
change, but usually it is no problem to recognise the word despite of these vowel changes.

Notice further the difference between the object marker and the preposition S in front of a suffix
(see paradigm below). And notice a) the locative function of the construct chain in (1) (the
construct chain denotes #he place where Jahve 1s sitting), and b) the irregular nouns: m’m;,
‘sister’ in (3), 13, 'son’, in (5), (7) and (8), ﬂ@&, 'woman', in (8) and 513, 'daughter’ in (8).

0°230D7 W WITOR M 1

g 2R IDTYIR2 M UK 2

DTRPIRD 2R 1R MY 3

02102 0WTDA T2M MTTOR DTORTTR 1057 4

12 DR 0D 1M XD AR DTIARTOR T K S

752 R PPN IR XOPT DTORTON DTRT MK 6

AR 1I270R) MITOR DUTOR R 7
TR7IOR DY DX "M 0370K 170 IR

‘0712 072377 DWIT DRI Nian 0W) 077 MR DTN 12 8
2TRTTOR TRETOR YR 739
DN OOOK "ATRR ORI DTOR MK 10

T 2R WK TTRTT O R 11
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Vocabulary

sit mlvsk
Cherub M2
be o
Us (place name) TW
Job 2PN
name i)
send, send for o
shout, call NWP
]761’6'? marks the objekt
son 13
sister X
pl. the same, or *TIN
g0, walk '[51'[
also jmp}

opponent, Satan ]@@
midst -[m
7413, in the
middle of, among
give 1
voice, sound i77P
hear bojalvy
garden 14
Noah M
I N
cut, establish g
covenant nﬁ:ﬂ
offspring D ﬁf
after NX

plur. of ﬂ@& D’W;

food T
drive Al
flock ]NE

steppe, wilderness 127772
look after, oversee 'IPD

Egypt mpi
two, a pair D’Jw
cattle pialymi
ot K
with suff. is /was not
clean 23
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Suffixes

Person Singular Plural
°~ with nouns
] e with verbs i
2m T ) =g
2f T 097) 12"
3m TR on/oT ()
3 T pEl
Usual forms

Suffix for the singular (me, you, him, her)

Suffix for plural (us, you, them)

Nouns sg. Nouns. pl. Verbs — Nouns sg. Nouns pl. Verbs
I - e N n* N
I energ. 7/ ’ai
2m T/ AD/TT /T ey o> @)
2 m energ. (‘_D:,)/T[i.,
2f /T DT 12" 127 *
3m OT/T)/ A/ /AR dnd/oT dnh/anT dnd/on
3 m energ. qaf
3f T/ A o Ve S Vi A \
3 fenerg. T[]‘
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Nouns with suffixes

Nouns without ending, singular

my, your (etc.) horse

sg 1 010
2m 91
TP

2f Eiekle
3Im o1
3f plekle

our (etc.) horse

pl D0
alloto

129710
mleble
120

Nouns with a feminine ending, sing.

my, your (etc.) horse

our (etc.) horse

Nouns with a masculine ending, plural

my (etc.) horses

sg 010
T

7010
1010
EASES

our (etc.) horses

plITOW
mwyelle

127010

miyNetle
1777070

Nouns with a feminine ending, pluralis

my (etc.) horses

our (etc.) horses

sg 1 o1
i

2f EIN=k
3m

ﬁﬂQWO

3f piyelie

pl A0
milyiote

]850
miyelle
[SES

sg "0
TR

7501
1RO
o

Object marker/ preposition S with a suffix

With me, you (etc.)
sg 1 X
2m TR TN
2f

TN

3m alghs
3f

AN

Preposition DR with a suffix

With us (etc.)

T

Egh
BRI

mighe

Object mark

me, you (etc.)
TR
TR TR
TR
ghs
ﬂﬂ&

plrDiow
mmyy)ele

P’WDWD

mpig)ekie
1700

er with a suffix

us, you (etc.)

IR

DOON BOIN
miyigh Salylh
TR IR
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More on Pronoun Suffixes
Elements of Hebrew I1

Part 1: Pronoun Suffixes on the Verb
1. Pronoun suffixes can occur with:
A. Nouns — "35?_3 = “my king”; ﬁD‘??_J = “his king”; etc.
B. Prepositions — ‘5 = “to me”; 5 = “to him”; etc.
C. Other particles — 377 “Behold! 1....”;133’R “He is not ....”; etc.

2. It is also possible to add a pronoun object directly to a verb. This is a specifically biblical
construction, and it is an alternative to the pronoun objects with the particle MR (DR, etc.).

The order of the construction is important; the pronoun (object) suffix is always at the very
end of the word, occuring after the suffixes used for the pronoun subject.

A. '[nx ‘Dj?_ﬁ@? = ﬂ‘ﬂﬁ?_ﬁ(ﬂ = “I watched you.” The forms are completely synonymous
(possibly there are some discourse issues that govern the choice of one over the other).
The contracted form tends to be more common in poetry, but such forms will be seen in
virtually any biblical book.

B. The suffixed pronouns will not be used to form reflexives, so certain combinations of
subject and object will not occur. Thus, “*I watched me/us” and “*You watched you”
will not occur. “He watched him” is OK as long as two separate persons are involved.

C. The form of the suffix depends on the grammatical form of the verb (SC, PC, Imperative,
Infinitive Construct, Participle) and on whether or not the base ends with a vowel. Note
especially the relative order of the various elements of a verb. This order is fixed.
DY
me you kept “You kept me.”

Part 2: Verbal Suffixes with the Suffix Conjugation
1. Suffixes used after a consonant

A. The bases that end with a consonant (in the form when they precede a suffix):
1. —'7?927 (he kept) EXAMPLE: "'['VTJYD = “he kept you”
2. —DN7MY (she kept) EXAMPLE: 1AW = “she kept you”
3. —ﬁﬁ?_ﬁW (you [ms] kept) EXAMPLE: WTTDW?_QW = “you kept him”

More on Pronoun Suffixes, Page 1 of 3
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B. The pronoun suffixes themselves (notice that 2p forms are unattested with “he” and
“she,” and it is logically impossible to combine 2 person forms with other 2™ person
forms):

1. mT—ORﬁ— (“him”) 7 — (“her”) B, — (“them [m]”) ] — (“them [f]")
2.7, —Cyoulms])  J.— (you[fs]")

3.9 — (“me” N, — (“us”

C. Combine as follows: BASE + PRONOUN '[W?TJ(U (“he kept you™)
2. Suffixes used after a vowel

A. The bases that end with a vowel 2mp = 'IJW‘?SJ i1, “you brought us up” [Numb 20:5;
21:5]; otherwise it appears to be unattested):

1. —’D'j?_JTLj (“you [fs] kept” OR “I kept”) EXAMPLE: W‘D'ﬁ:?_JTLj = “I/you kept him”
2. —W?TJW (“they kept”) EXAMPLE: ﬁﬂﬁfgw = “they kept him”
3. —mr_:w (“we kept”) EXAMPLE: ﬁﬂ’lﬁ:?_ﬁw = “we kept him”

B. The pronoun suffixes themselves (2fp is unattested):
I. 37— ORY— (“him”)  7— (“her”) B— (“them [mp]”) ] — (“them [{p]”)
2. —( ) J— (“you [fs]”) B2— (“you [mp]”)

3. —("“me” 13— (“us”)

C. Combine as follows: BASE + PRONOUN :HJj?_JW' (“we watched her”)

Part 3: Verbal Suffixes with the Prefix Conjugation

1. Suffixes used after a consonant:

A. Changes in the base are not so drastic as for the SC, but note that in the gal the
characteristic vowel will either shorten to gamets chatuf or reduce to sheva (before the
“energic” endings [see below]):

MY (yishmorka = “he will keep you™) or TV (yishmerekka = “energic” form).

B. The suffixes themselves, except for the “energic” forms, are the same as those used for
the SC base that ends with a consonant. The connecting vowel is “i” class rather than

class. Thus, 377712 KD’ (“he will keep him”) as opposed to mjr;rn (“he kept him”).

(13 ,’

2. Suffixes used after a vowel

A. Changes in the base do not occur, except that the feminine plural forms are replaced by
the corresponding masculine forms 173712 Wﬁ (“you [mp/fp]/they [fp] will keep him”).

More on Pronoun Suffixes, Page 2 of 3
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B. The suffixes themselves are the same as those used for the SC base that ends with a
vowel, except 1 (3ms) does not occur.

amn W‘ (“they will keep me”) RPEle W’ (“they will keep us”).
The “energic” forms: These have a nun inserted between the base and the suffix, if the base

ends with a consonant. It is difficult to discern any difference in meaning between “energic”
and non-energic forms. The energic forms do not appear to occur with the wci.

ole ID‘ (“he will keep me”) aJm !U’ (“he will keep you [ms]”)
127 !L?‘ (“he will keep him/us™) n3amn TD’ (“he will keep her”)

Part 4: Suffixes Used with the Imperative

These follow the forms for the PC, but the ms form undergoes a change of the initial base vowel
(in the gal) to short “0.”

’JWD@ (shomreni) “Keep [ms] me!” ’Jﬁ?;@ “Keep [mp] me!”

Part 5: Suffixes Used with the Infinitive Construct

1.

Function: These can stand for either the subject or the object of the infinitive clause. With
preposition 3 it indicates “when.” The preposition 2 gives the additional nuance of
simultaneous action:

Jminte 1ﬂx$; “when he [Abram] departed from Haran” (Genesis 12:4)

R7P1 BUDI2 “as they journeyed eastward/from the east” (Genesis 11:2)

[mit b 52?‘[ nouasy R DI? ‘[N:D “as soon as you come there, a band of prophets
will meet you” (1 Samuel 10:5) '

Form: Note the “0” vowel as the first vowel of the gal for the regular verb (QY0] = nos ‘am).

The suffixes themselves generally follow those used with nouns.

More on Pronoun Suffixes, Page 3 of 3
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Exercise 8, the imperfect

The imperfect 1s characterised by always having a prefix (see paradigm below, and Lambdin §§
90-91). The imperfect is modal, which means that you usually can translate it with the help of

auxillary verbs in English: can/ will/ must/ shall, e.g. TDQ]"._’?_J, '‘who can dwell'. With N'? it can
serve as prohibition, €.g. ﬂﬁ?ﬂ N"?, 'you must not establish...". The verb in 1. person kan
furthermore take the ending ﬂT , which is called ‘long imperfect” (others call it ‘the cohortative’). It
signifies volition (‘let me...” or ‘let us...”), e.g. TH'IDWJ ‘let us rejoice’.

Finally, there is also a short imperfect, used for request or command, or, with the negation 58,
prohibition, e.g. WETW’_, ‘let them swarm’, T'D(Zjﬂ ‘72‘_(, ‘do not forget’. The short imperfect is
often identical with the regular imperfect in terms of form (even though it sometimes is shorter),
but you can usually recognise the short imperfect by the word order: Short imperfect is almost
always found in the beginning of the sentence (only ’1:, 'and', and 5& are allowed to precede it),
whereas the regular imperfect almost never 1s found in the beginning of the sentence (except in
poetry, where many syntactic rules are bent).

2252 TN 2T PTS DU21 ERG TR TUTR 2 130TR T 1
TTORT DRLTTOR D702 0900 XD 2

07X DOYIT 1723 02721 "2 MUR WK IR XY 3

002 By M 0232 "12 HunTRD) 0232 "X SNk XD 4
027750 "DOITNR 2RO OXIYT DP2TIR DO WK 07027 OXT 5
:TID DR XD onXpT DIiY? 1OoK D 6

OMIDTOR MW DK 7

T OX MR 8

T WRd PO DT Y 9

AN OO0 77T 2bY 93 10

IN2IT DR T 2T YT 11

29



Vocabulary

who M
live, dwell o0
mountain a0
holiness (D'IP
g0, walk '['71'[
ady. perfect myalg

unblemished

do gl
just R
speak 027
truth X
heart 3:1‘7

(transl.: ...Ane who walks
unblemished, does justice,
and speaks the truth in his
hear?)

people [mj
dem. pron. pl these ﬂ‘?&
dem. pron. £sg, this ST

DTTORD DI 12

M PP mYnwN 13

TIRTT YT DTTIR LYY 14

rel. pron., which WX

keep mlalv)
between 73
rule Huin
house "2 ,ﬂ’:jl
write i
teaching ﬂjm
heart 3'?
conj., because, that Jo)
forgive Mmoo
sin, guilt ]75;7
sin nxEn
adv.; any more, still ~ TIY
don’t, shouldn’t ‘7&
forget mow
poor by
buyer ﬂ]_jP
rejoice gialv,

swarm, be filled with ]/'TW

swarm }/‘7(27
soul, being (DBE]
living m
arass Z(DSJ
pasture, field 7w
not yet D'@
sprout max
seek vl
word, oracle 03T
from, through Ighea!
(with) SN + (from) ]2
prophet X"22
hear, listen to bjalny
voice 51;7
judge naw
town B
evil 27

T T
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Personal Perfect Imperfect Imperative
pronouns person person person  person ending
ending form  ending form  prefix  like the impf.
sg3m X7 + Sup + e - +
3f N T R * pupg g N
omomES W g F 0 beem owm P
2 PN oo P oomen o P
e By Toewop 0 Sy ox o T
pl3m O Ea Pl - o o .
3f T[J;'[ same as m. i TIJ'?DPN 0 -
2m  OOX B g i q_)[; (DI70pPR A3 o
26 1PN WP T mbten R nbop
lc MK o MR plu » s
Infinitive '7@13
Infinitive absolute B'm,?
Participle '7DP
Passive participle '71@;?
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Exercise 9, the imperative and the infinitives

The imperative in Hebrew (Lambdin § 102) 1s used like in English, e.g. '7@?, kill!', except that it
cannot be used with a negation. To express prohibition/ negative command, I7N or N'7 plus
imperfect is used, as we have seen above: TTOUS 53, ‘do not forget’. For the inflection of the
imperative, see the table above, but note that ilﬁperative masc. sing. can be lengthened, like the
long imperfect above: ﬂDi?D (note the gamets chatuf), 'rule!’, which only differs from perfect 3. f.

sg. by the presence of meteg by the gamets in the latter: ﬂ?b{; (the meteg by the gamets signifies
that the gamets is to be read as regular gamets and not gamets chatuf).

The regular infinitive (Lambdin & 115) is called infinitive construct (because it can appear in
construct chains). It is often used with the preposition i?, e.g. 'Vlfl]i?, '(in order) to keep'. Hebrew

has an additional infinitive, the infinitive absolute (Lambdin & 129), which does not appear in
construct chains or receive suffixes etc. It is most often used in front of a verb of the same root,

with emphatic meaning, e.g. ﬂ@(&jm SJ_VJ@ O, 'if you really hear, ﬁ?;(ﬁjm 'ﬂ.?l@', 'you must
certainly keep'.

The passive participle has the form 172, 'blessed'. Note further that the noun 28, 'father’, takes a

long chireq in front of suffixes, and that the preposition '75_-’ in 4 and 5 takes a long vowel in front
of the suffix.

9992 OATTTOR 20D 1

SPARTIR N3P 2

STOR T IOR T DR vy 3
29D 190 MY DRYTTOD TN 4
PPPY TOR TORTOX DUSLTTOD NN S
OINTTORY DTITIR WY 6

Ma ol bk Ik ol WDY TN WK T
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RISRTODTIR MWD TIOR TP vnwn ving ox 8

TP 2ip2 v XD OX) 7792 TR 71021 Y2 IOR 702
gy iivaliyigh et e lmivniyioh SR Ny N a ok e dilalip
DR WD 178132 DINTIN DT0X M m 9

DTN M DRI TR Y 10

Vocabulary

word, thing 037 hawthorn TON command mxn
book, scroll 756 judge, do justice to B bless '[73
bury TDP poor ‘7:[ you HIgh
father X orphan oI city D
hear, listen h3lalv man, men YR field, arable land H'NQ
one X Judah T curse RRh
tree Iy vineyard D-D< give, put 1
olive, olive tree Wi if ON garden 14
rule '['7?3 keep mialv) Eden ]'fﬂ
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Exercise 10, consecutive forms

When a waw, 7 or 1, precedes a perfect or an imperfect, a peculiar thing happens: The perfect
'becomes' an imperfect, and the imperfect a perfect (Lambdin §98). This is a simplification, but
surprisingly it more or less holds true, e.g. ﬂP'?W, 'and he will take' (consecutive perfect), ﬂ'?‘(d’ ],
'and he sent' (consecutive imperfect).

Specifically, the consecutive perfect is a real consecutive verbal form, 1.e. it continues a verbal
statement, most often expressed by an imperfect, a short imperfect or an imperative. The
consecutive imperfect, however, 1s not (as previously held, see e.g. Lambdin’s mistaken description
of the form as continuation of a perfect) a consecutive form. Actually it is a regular, independant

verbal form, signifying the backbone of the narrative, as opposed to background information etc.
which 1s conveyed with the help of perfects and nominal clauses.

Note the 1rregular nouns T@N, '‘woman', in (3) and mg, 'brother’, 1n (7).

PR DU PR MR IR DTN 12Un 12 1y 1
78 1 IR M 1oun

rwx-r S DrinT 275D pun TR YORT S 0BT N2 2
dymigallighdinini daialymby '7: DRY T b: DRY TR OUTOR 091

IR AT 2T 021 PR RS MWD DTRG0 M 3
0" TIRD RPN IRTTOR DTOR X0 4

TR 120 02°0AK CTOR DT7 NTRR) OXODT (120K T2 DI 13T S
ehialozayia MRt et gl miwhei

TAIOR DOW2A2Y ORI TN W7D 6

SRR DR D’PSJB '[’HN AT i?']P ]’D '72{ MM X 7
TR AN TRY
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Vocabulary
now

lest

send, stretch
hand

tree

life

eat

grow strong, big
water

very

die

flesh

crawl, move
remember

wild animal, living

oY
2
U
hl
7Y
[mn|
5ox
b
i)
TR
03
3
i)
ms);
o

cattle, beast iy
with g
box, ark iy
woman T@N
sheep, goats, flock ]NB
cattle P32
silver o2
gold mig)y
grow up, grow wealthy'?'l]
create X723
light IX
call NXIpP
day mpl
behold! 3
I ’3325

the Israelites i?N'TWD’ 2

father AN
what /I
name oY
fill Xon
subjugate )
Cain e
voice, sound '77‘3

here an intery., listen!
blood Aere plural mig|
brother (construct TIR)TN

shout AR
ground, earth MATX
curse BRhS
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Exercise 11, nif’al

The Hebrew verb is inflected not only in tenses, but also in conjugations. The verbs you have seen
so far have all been inflected in the so-called qgal conjugation which 1s the basic conjugation and
which expresses the basic meaning of the root. Qal 1s one of seven conjugations which modify the
basic meaning of the root in various ways. Qal is characterised by the bare/ unmodified root
whereas the six other conjugations modify the root in different ways, such as lengthening one of the
root consonants, or adding a consonant to the root.

Nif’al (see Lambdin, all of lesson 37) 1s the second conjugation and its meaning 1is passive/
reflexive in relation to gal. "He kept [something]’, e.g., is WAL (qal) and 'he was kept'/ 'he kept
himself' is WY (nif'al).

That which is passive or reflexive in Hebrew, however, is not always passive/ reflexive in English,
so you cannot mechanically translate a nif’al as passive/ reflexive. Di??;:], e.g. 1s nif’al, and it
means ‘he escaped’. This is active in English, but to escape means that one saves oneself, and this
reflexive content in the meaning of the verb is the likely reason that the verb is found in a reflexive
conjugation in Hebrew.

Nif'al is characterised by a more or less visible J: The perfect forms start in ], while | in the
imperfect is assimilated to the first consonant of the root, e.g. 7@@7’,, 'he will be kept’. Here the '[

originally stood bewteen the imperfect prefix T and the root, but it was assimilated and this led to a
lengthening of the first root consonant. This lengthening/ dagesh forte 1s the best way to recognise
nif’al imperfect, infinitive, imperative and participle.

The infinitive and the imperative are identical and have the prefix i1 TD@U. The participle is

T?;WJ The only difference between the participle and the perfect 3. m. sg. is that the participle has
a gamets where the perfect has a patach.

MY DRODY X021 1
AR WK 2772 Al XD Xy 2

oY oy v P70 R P Rt wh w mmTaT o7 M 3
7271 720N iR 5w 1Rk

I02m1 NI 12 men owpt men muonl Dipwd gl 4
DYDY .. MR IOURTD 7 wawn 5

PSR 1R 7T DY 6
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M27X) 727 00 NS wpal M o3 8

DAY OWET X227 DWT NATK) O nnun 128N 9

Vocabulary
prophet X°2]
Q: keep mlalv]

N: be kept, be guarded,
watch out

('by means of a prophet
Israel was guarded”)

Amasa RORY
sword 377:[
Joab mhek
('Amasa did not keep

himself [=was not on
guard] against the sword in
Joab’s hand”)

Q: be, come N
word 03T
meaningless Word57$l? RS
meaningless WordST;?‘? 2

a little o
there D@
in order that ¥ AP

Q and N: stumble i)

backwards 'ﬂ'ng

Q: crush, i bl
N: be crushed, break

Q: catch, N: be caught'D'?

soul wai
WJ(Z_?'E]_, our soul, we
bird ik
N: be saved, escape el
trap, snare ne
bird catcher WY
we NI
for you -['7

(‘watch out for you’ =
"watch out”)

lest 2
Q: forget mou
name mlva)
N: swear ol
Q: judge, ey

N: be judged, go to court

<

together am

Q: be just, vindicated P'[E

Q: create, X2
N: be created

Q: form, shape xe

dust 02D

here:’from dust’
ground, earth MATX
Q: cleave, split SJPD
N: be split

source 1791
abyss Dﬁﬂiﬂ
big, great 20
hatch, window 137N
Q: open, N: be opened 518
N: be shut o120
Q: be done, XD
N: be held back
rain ij
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Exercise 12, pi’el, pu’al and hitpa’el

The afore-mentioned seven conjugations form three groups. Qal + nif’al form the simplest group. In
this exercise you are introduced to the factitive group, consisting of the conjugations called pi’el,
pu’al and hitpa’el (Lambdin lesson 40-42 and 50). Scholars earlier viewed the factitive group not as
factitive but as intensifying. This hypothesis has been discarded, however.

Factitive means to make someone or something into something, or in other words, bring about a
state. E.g. "to kall’ 1s a factitive verb since its content is to bring about the state of death. Thus,
verbs that mean “to be...” in gal, becomes to make...” in pi’el, e.g. (D"IP which in gal means 'to be
holy', and 1n piel means 'make holy', or D'?W which in gal means 'be whole', and in piel means
'make whole'.

The "to be’ roots are the clearest example of the factitive nature of pi’el, pu’al and hitpa’el. Many
other roots are used in piel, e.g. 12T ’to speak’, and here there is no rule of thumb of how pi’el/

pu’al/ hitpa’el modifies the meaning. It is therefore necessary to consult the vocabulary/ dictionary
in order to find out what a given root means in pi’el /pu’al/ hitpa’el.

As opposed to gal/ nif’al, where the passive and reflexive meaning of gal is gathered in one
conjugation, i.e. nif’al, they are split in the case of pi’el: The passive of pi'el is called pu’al (which
18 not used very frequently), e.g. WTP 'he was made holy', and the reflexive is called hitpa’el:
(D'IPNTT 'he made himself holy'.

The group is recognisable by a lengthened second root consonant. Pi’el perfect, in addition, is
characterised by chireq in the first syllable: W?P, 'he made holy', and pi’el imperfect is
characterised by a shwa in the prefix: WT;_ ’:, 'he will make holy'. The imperative and infinitive piel
are identical as to form, (Z?Tf;?, and the participle 1s WTPD The consonants of pu’al are the same
as pi’el, but the vowels are different. Qibbuts 1s found throughout pu’al and is a useful characteristic
of the conjugation. Hitpa’el is easy to recognise by the long prefix, ending in §7.

(DX 712D 120K 720 1
DI IR MY 2
g SR MM 127 3

077 X XD O7AD M TR NpE yoRT Nonm 4
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oI Mm% 132 I ORI DIPTIR wngn S
AT 7Y T2 OT0R MM En UK O7RT X2T07)
:'7X?f47’. SPIRY YARK AR v '73 027 6

IR DDPINR D510 8

Vocabulary
Q: count mhle sea o ony pl, face (i}
Pi: recount, tell Q: hear j3jalvi middle T8
honour, glory T3 voice, sound ‘71P 2, among
Sarah ) Q: g0, walk -[‘7,-[ tree; coll., trees Ty
Q: take ﬂP'? Hitp: walk about people oy
Pu: be taken/ brought garden Il before suff. ..faY;
Pi: speak 127 spirit, wind k) Q + Pi: gather Yap
Q: be full, fill X (here) (evening) breezi remains, leftover W?XQ}
N + 7 be filled with day ol seople: pIDT -
Pi: fill Hitp: keep . scout (ptc. hitp.) 530
knowledae Ao oneself hidden AT
water myfa) wornan TR
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Exercise 13, hif’il and hof’al

The third group of conjugations is the hif’il and hof’al group. Hif’il is active and hof’al is passive.
They are causative which means that verbs in these conjugations usually carry a sense of making
someone do something, in other words, bring about an action (where the factitive group brings
about a state).

WA (hif'il) e.g. means 'he made the rain fall’/ "he let it rain' and DWN ]’D(Z:jﬂ means 'he
made them dwell'. In practice the meaning often comes close to the meaning of pi'el, and pi’el and
hif’il are often translated in the same way, e.g. W?P/ W”.[Pﬂ 'he made holy'. Note that hif’il not

always 18 causative, so it 1s usually necessary to check the dictionary to see what a given root
means in hifil.

The best way of reconising the hif’1l is the chireq plus yud often found between the second and
third root consonant, e.g. W";TPU, 'he made holy'. Further, the perfect is recognised by the prefix
i1, and the imperfect is recognised by patach in the prefix, e.g. (Zj"jfi?’_, 'he will make holy'. This
patach 1s an important feature in case chireq plus yud in the second syllable drops away, as in the
consecutive imperfect, W?P’_l, 'and he made holy' and the short imperfect, W?P’_, et him make
holy'. Note that the chireq plus yud here has changed to tsere.

The infinitive is W";TPU, the imperative is WTPU and the participle is (D"T[P?_J (like all other
participles except gal and nif’al, the participle starts with a mem).

Hof"al is recognised by either a gamets chatuf or a gibbuts in the prefix, and hof’al is quite rare
(examples of perfect 3 f and participle f sg in (7) and (8)).

IORTT2Y DTIOR T VLR XD 7D R8T OB 79T 205753 1

DO TTE7II7 DTN 12U 2

107 upn? 17 YpaR ToR M oWt maTmia W M 3
fniolelemii

T T2 VKT 72 O D72 4

DT 27 2V RYT PIRT RYTD DTOR VNS

PRAR TR MORTOR 6

T 18P 7

7772 RPUn 7721 mIT 8
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Vocabulary

all, (here) none 53
coll., plants 3(173}
field 770
not yet DWD
Q: sprout max
Hif: let it rain el
Q: dwell, o0

Hif: let dwell

east D'I;ﬁ
garden 14
Eden ]'Uj
cherub a2
1ntery., behold! 3]
Q: build (here ptc.) 122
house, temple ﬂ’:jl
name oY
Q: be holy, wIp

Hif: make holy, dedicate
Hif: burn (incense) TDP
in front of ’35‘7

5 5URTOR T DTORD 0D DT v 9

PR QAW WX TWT 10

incense, NTD‘
incense offering

spice oo

Hif: separate 573

between 72

light ks

dark '[(Dﬁ

Q: become green, N7
Hif: make green, let sprout

grass NW—T
Q: sow, D7
Hif: produce seeds
coll, seeds SJTE
Q, Hif: hide N0
Q: split, SJP:I

Hif: conquer,

Hof: be conquered
city Y
corpse ﬂ‘?:l

Hif: throw, -['7(27
Hof: be thrown

road '['17

now oy

N: swear, i mlvy

Hif: make someone
swear (in (9) the form 1s
nif’al long imperative, in
(10) 1t 1s hif'il perfect)

here ﬂ;ﬁ
if; 1n oaths: a negation TN
Q: deceive i)

transiation: ' And now,
swear to me here by God
that you are not deceiving

U

me
oath rm:w
obj.marker + sutt. ’lJiﬁN

Ly



Weak Roots in Biblical Hebrew

All Hebrew verbs can be thought of spatially as containing three fields. The first field is
reserved for PREFIXES (special prefixes, prefixes of the PC, and a stem augment, in that order).
The second field is reserved for the BASE, which consists of the ROOT and any vowels. The
third field contains any SUFFIXES (SC endings and verbal suffixes, in that order).

SUFFIXES BASE PREFIXES

3 Y \
Part 1: Root Types — The Second Root Letter
Root Type R3 R2 R1 Meaning
regular = n 4] to keep
2"_guttural 1 m 3 to choose
2" vy m) 3 P to stand up
2" yod m) " i to put, place

1. Second-guttural: only the vowels are involved.
A. SC, 3fs and 3cp: ﬂjﬂ; ;102
B. PC: 027 ; IM30 ;™20 5 IMIN : 17275 IR 20 5 )
2. Second-vav (“hollow”):
A SC: 0P TR IR IR < IR < WP < DA £ 1R 5
Participle: OP ; TR ; DM ; NinL
PC: D122, 00 ; MP0  DIPR ;1927 ng*mpn ; B2 (wei, 3ms =8P )
Imperative: Q2 ; M1P ;M2 ; TT;?JP

m o a =

Infintive construct: D’iP ; infinitive absolute: DﬁP
3. Second-yod (“hollow™):

A. SC and participle = just like second-vav verbs (e.g., D@ )

B. PC: D‘f@?: ; D’WD ; ’D’i_ﬂlﬂ ; D’E_ka ;1?3’27: ; HQ’D‘WD ;1?3’@13 ; D’f@?g (wci, 3ms= DW:] )
C. Imperative: D0 ; M0 ; MW ; 7IAW
D

. Infinitive construct: 0¥ ; infinitive absolute: Q1Y

Weak Roots in Biblical Hebrew, page 1
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Part 2: Root Types — The Third Root Letter

Root Type R3 R2 R1 Meaning
regular - o) 09 to keep
3"_guttural ] " i) to hear
3 he - 3 1 to build

1. Third guttural: only the vowels are involved.
A. SC, 2fs: QI_J?_J@' (cf. I‘H?_D@ )
B. PC: SJ?_J(;?? ;U?_Dfl:m ; etc.
C. Imperative: DI ;D0 ;WY ; MvRY
D. Participle: YU (ms); NYMAY (fs); D"SJ?;W (mp); NW?;W (fp)
E. Infinitive construct: S.ZDW ; infinitive absolute: Lﬁm?
2. Third he:

A. When no ending is used, the ke appears in all forms but the vowel varies:
1. SC: M2 (he built, 3ms); PC: 7132% ;71330 ; etc.; Imperative: 133 (2ms)
2. Participle: TTJ: (ms); Infinitive absolute: ﬂi; (also ﬁJ;)
B. When a vocalic ending is used, the 4e drops out (elides):
1. SC: M2 (3cp; exception, 3fs =701 ); PC: 2130 ;1227
2. Imperative: 2332 ;33
3. Participle: ﬂaﬁ ;0%2 ;N2
C. When a consonantal ending is used, the /e changes to vowel letter yod:
1. SC: IM2 (2ms); M2 (2fs) ; M2 (les): BN (2mp); T2 (2Ap): W32 (Iep)
2. PC: 130an (2/31p)
3. Imperative: 113°12 (2p)
D. Special forms:
1. SC, 3fs: HDJ;
2. Infinitive construct: mJ;

3. Apocopated wei: 1371 ;13

Weak Roots in Biblical Hebrew, page 2
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Part 3: Root Types — The First Root Letter

Root Type R3 R2 R1 Meaning
regular - o) 4] to keep
initial- 9 hvj to serve
guttural

initial-yod A ul ) " to be good
initial-yod B 9 - " to go down
initial-aleph - n N to say
initial-nun A 5 5 ) to fall
initial-nun B l n 3 to give

1. Initial-guttural roots: only the vowels are involved.
A. SC, 2mp: QRT2V (a chateph-patach instead of a shewa, as in DHWTQW)
B. PC, 3ms, etc.: '1'3;:72 and 1731 (3mp). Compare 7?3@77 and W?:NL:?T .
C. Imperative: 'T'JS_.Z and 1730 . Compare beLj and WDW .
D. Infinitive construct: '1'2;:75 (cf. W'?Jfljb).

2. Initial-yod, as in 17Y: Two types — A = “original”’-yod; B = “original”-vav (also the verb

'[L?TT, to go, behaves like an initial-yod, type-B root, except in the gal/ SC and participle)
A. SC and participle forms are regular for both types: 77 ;7777 ; 177? ; ete. )
B. PC forms are either type A (mostly statives) or type B.

1. Type A: 2™ (<2, to be good)

2. Type B: 177 (he will go down); T ; 770 ; Y770 5 TR 51777 .70 170

M7 5 773 (the yod elides or drops out); wei (3ms) = TN

C. Imperatives of type B: 77 ;77 ;377 ; 71377 (the yod elides or drops out).

D. Infinitive construct of type B: N7

Weak Roots in Biblical Hebrew, page 3
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3. Initial-aleph

A. Inthe SC, imperative, and infinitive construct these are treated like guttural verbs:
1. @R (you [pl] said; cf. DDW?_JW)
2. ﬁmﬁ (Say!; cf. ﬁ'm;?')
3. ﬁ?ﬁ?j (inf. cstr.): but, notice ﬁ'?JN‘? (to say; saying).

B. In the PC, the aleph is silent and the prefix vowel is cholem.
SARY ;NN ;’7@&1? ;MR ;Wf;&’ ; Hﬂ?_ﬁ&ﬁ ; ﬁf;&ﬁ ; MR (wei, 3ms= ﬁfg&’])

4. Initial-nun (also the root HPB, to take, behaves like an initial-nun root, type B)

A. The SC and participle are regular

B. For the PC, imperative, and infinitive construct there are two types.
1. PC, type A: ‘7'97 ; 5513 ; etc.
2. Imperative, type A (regular): 55] ,’55] ; 1593 ; HQBDJ . Infc A: ‘753
3. PC, type B: 107 ;100 ; ete. (cf. MPY < ﬂP‘?)

4. Imperative, type B: 10 ;%30 ;930 ; 730 (¢en-nd). Infc B: DA (cf. ﬂWJ <W;cf.
PP, the infe of P2, to take)

Weak Roots in Biblical Hebrew, page 4

45



Working with the BDB and Other Hebrew Lexicons

1. Organization by Root

A. The organizational principle of the BDB lexicon is the system of a three-letter root. Since
this is a basic way in which vocabulary is formed in Hebrew, this system has the advantage

of grouping together vocabulary that is etymologically related. For example, the root 2%°
has the following entries in BDB:

3@: 1000 vh. sit, remain, dwell [1090 = number of occurrences in the Bible]

DD.W n.f. seat, dwelling, place (properly Inf. Qal from 2W")

[TT;’W] n.f. sojourn [square brackets mean the base form has been reconstructed]
21‘5:W‘ n.pr.m. Levite of the 14" course 1Ch 24:13 [masculine proper noun]
N2W2 2" n.pr.m. one of David’s heroes 2S 23:8

23;13@‘ Kt, DJD’JW‘ Qr, n.pr.m. a gigantic Philistine 2S 21:16 [Kt = ketiv = “written”;
Qr = gere = “read.” That is, where the written tradition has an u-class vowel, represented
by the vav, the oral tradition has an i-class vowel, shown by the chireg-yod.]

HWEZW: n.pr.m. a son of Heman 1Ch 25:4, 24

22U n.pr.m. a Simeonite 1Ch 4:35

DIQ‘I?J n.m. seat, assembly, dwelling-place, dwelling, dwellers

Dtéﬁﬂ n.m. sojourner, only P (H) and late [P & H are hypothetical documents believed by

some to be sources for the Pentateuch]

In this example note that there is alphabetical arrangement within the root principle,
ranging from forms with the yod elided to forms with prefix mem and tav.

B. Sometimes more than one non-related root will share the same root letters. In this case,
each root with its related forms will be listed separately, and the first entry of each set will
have a successive Roman numeral. For example,

L. 73V vb. answer, respond [p. 772, #6030 = Strong’s number]
IL. [(73¥] vb. be occupied, busied with [p. 775, #6031]
IIL [73V] vb. be bowed down, afflicted [p. 776, #6031]

IV. 73D vb. sing [p. 777, #6030; historical etymology shows a different ayin than “answer,
respond’’]
C. Exceptions to the triliteral root system do occur.

1. Primary nouns: ]2, “son”; M, “sheep”

2. Grammatical function words: R%, “not”; ‘?, “to,” “for”; M3, “who?” But even many of
these are put into a triliteral system by BDB on the basis of a presumed etymological
connection: 53_.7 , “upon,” “concerning,” etc., related to TT‘?STJ, “to goup.” The

99 ¢¢

preposition "355 (“before”) is composed of 5 + the construct state of B8 (“face”).

Page 1 of 4
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The latter noun is listed under a presumed root 138, and ’355 itself is discussed on p.
816, section 11.4.

3. Loanwords: BQ’U, “temple,” “palace,” related to Sumerian egal (“great house™);
OB72, “cotton,” from Sanskrit; D772, “park” (Persian); 5”:_1, “iron” (source
unknown); ]‘IDQP, “cinnamon” (unknown eastern source).

2. Use of Cross-References
Often it will not be obvious what the root is. For verbs, the reader will always be expected to be
able to determine a root. For other words, there often will be a cross-reference. For example,
A. 10D (“now”): It is listed alphabetically on p. 800, along with 21, *PY, and NY,
followed by “sub 1. 73V. p. 773f.” This means: Look under the first set of words for the
root consonants 1132 on p. 773 and the following page. (Cross-references do not always
include page numbers.)

B. xgﬁrz, [nggﬁn] v. XX, p. 425f. This means: For Ngﬁ?ﬁ or a form which appears to
come from nggﬁrz, see the root XX on p. 425 and the following page.

3. Organization of the Information within an Entry

A. Etymological information appears first, in original script for Arabic, Syriac, Ethiopic, etc.
This information will not ordinarily be very useful for someone who has not had
specialized study in comparative Semitic languages. Akkadian (Assyrian and Babylonian)
is transliterated, but etymological information from Akkadian has to be used with great
caution.

B. For verbs:
1. The individual stems or patterns (2%3712) are listed separately.

2. The first part of each entry (after the etymology) lists forms that are labeled for the
conjugation (Pf., Impf., Imv., Inf. abs., Inf. cstr., Pt.)
C. The meanings are classified and sub-classified. For example, 727 : L sg. speech,

discourse, saying, word, as the sum of that which is spoken: 1. of men a. discreet in
speech, etc.  b. word of command  c. message, report, tidings  d. advice, counsel

e. request f. promise g.charge, complaint h. decision, sentence 1. theme, story
2. word of God, as a divine communication in the form of commandments, .... a. using

the preposition 5&, as in “then the word of Yahweh came to ....” b. Yahweh often

confirms his word of promise Il. saying, utterance, sentence, as a section of a discourse 1.
of men [with further sub classification] 2. of God Ill. a word, words 1.o0f men 2.of God
IV. matter, affair, thing about which one speaks 1. business, occupation 2.pl. acts 3.
matter, affair 4. events, things 5. cause, case for judicial investigation 6. something,
anything (indefinite) 7. way, manner 8. reason, cause

4. Concordance Information
A. Entries marked with { are supposed to have all the biblical references listed. This symbol
may occur at the beginning of the entry (see 477 on p. 185, #1709) or on various

subdivisions within an entry (see for the pual and hitpael of the verb 027 on p. 181).

Page 2 of 4
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B.

A plus (+) following a reference means the form occurs more times. Sometimes the number
of additional instances will also be given: see the piel forms of 927 on p. 180, where most
of them give one reference followed by the + sign.

5. Advantages and Disadvantages of the BDB Lexicon

A.

D.

E.

Still the best reference lexicon in the English language for students, it has a wealth of
information. The new HALOT lexicon may eventually replace the BDB, but for now it is
still somewhat expensive for students.

The root system can lead to overemphasis on etymology, and it makes it very difficult to
use.

Its Hebrew text is not based on the Leningrad Codex. This is not usually a problem, but
occasionally you might see a form which is not exactly the same as what you see in the
BHS.

It was done before the extremely important discovery of texts in the Ugaritic language, a
rich source of cognates and lexical information dating to between 1400 and 1200 B.C.

Its English can at times be archaic. For exampe, “gird” for TJ17.

6. Additional Lexicons/Dictionaries

A.

B.

“Short” lexicons/dictionaries

1. Langenscheidt’s Pocket Hebrew Dictionary Hebrew-English (To the Old Testament):
small paperback, convenient carry, inexpensive.

2. Holladay, William Lee. A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament:
Based upon the Lexical Work of Ludwig Koehler and Walter Baumgartner (based on as
much of the third edition of the KB lexicon as was available at the time)

Full-sized lexicons

1. Koehler and Baumgartner Lexicon (KB): the second edition is in two volumes. It takes
advantage of Ugaritic cognates and is arranged alphabetically. It has the following
disadvantages:

a. It was originally done in German and supplied with English translations. The
English translations are not always the best, sometimes reflecting a too literal
approach to the underlying German.

b. The quality of the work in the Hebrew section is considered on the whole inferior to
BDB. The same is not necessarily true of the Aramaic section.

2. The Hebrew & Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament (HALOT), 4 vols. for Hebrew, 1
vol. for Aramaic. This is an excellent work, based on the third German edition of KB
but also improved from that. It is expensive but highly recommended for advanced
students. It is a good reference work for exegetical study. There is now a two-volume
edition that is less expensive than the five-volume set, and it is available as an add-on
for ™Bible Works for Windows and ™Logos.

3. Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon to the Old Testament: This is the lexicon which
formed the basis of the BDB lexicon. I personally do not have experience with it.

7. Specialized lexical works

A.

David Clines, ed., Dictionary of Classical Hebrew: 8§ volumes with index volume 9. It
includes the ancient inscriptions as well as the OT.

Page 3 of 4
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. David Clines, ed., The Concise Dictionary of Classical Hebrew. An abridged one-volume
edition of Dictionary of Classical Hebrew. Highly recommended purchase.

. Gleason Archer, Bruce Waltke, and R. Laird Harris, Theological Wordbook of the Old
Testament: highly recommended for students. 2 vols.

. G.J. Botterweck and H. Ringgren, eds., Theological Dictionary of the Old Testament:
somewhat the equivalent of Kittel’s TDNT. It can be highly technical. Excellent for
etymological information. The Hebrew is now complete at 15 volumes, with a pending
Aramaic volume.
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DR/ B
abhy
algh

IR/ TInN
W

Paradigm 1:

they (m)
they (f)
you (mp)
you (fp)

w¢e

The Subject Pronouns

N7
N
R
m
2 /D0

he

she

you (ms)
you (fs)
I

Paradigm 2: The Suffix Conjugation (“Perfect”) with ‘7@?

Youp  theykilled

DR%ep

1nbmp you (fp) killed

135@ D we killed

Paradigm 3:

Ty they kept

) ﬁwr_zw you (mp) kept

]ﬁﬁ?_ﬁw you (fp) kept

u_ﬁ?_ﬁw we kept

you (mp) killed

Sep  hekilled

Mowp  shekilled

95@9 you (ms) killed

nB@P you (fs) killed

|
ad

The Suffix Conjugation (“Perfect”) with W?_J!g

an @7 he kept

"y she kept
"y you (ms) kept
"y you (fs) kept

snﬁ@@ I kept

Paradigms for Hebrew I & II, page 1



Paradigm 4: The Prefix Conjugation (“Imperfect”) with 5@?

R
M3epn
oepn
M35eph
pli»

they (m) will kill BQPH

they (f) will kill wan
you (mp) will kill ‘mpﬂ
you (fp) will kill wwa n
we will kill BQPN

he will kill

she will kill

you (ms) will kill
you (fs) will kill

I will kill

Paradigm 5: The Prefix Conjugation (“Imperfect”) with 1?;!57

1w
abpag
12wl
abpeng

i3%)

they (m) will keep (YY) M (D’
they (f) will keep - Wn
you (mp) will keep -n wh
you (fp) will keep ,77.3 wn
we will keep 'VJWN

he will keep

she will keep

you (ms) will keep
you (fs) will keep

I will keep

Paradigm 6: The WCI (Waw-Consecutive with “Imperfect”) with ')?_3@7

MY
pPialig
TUm
pbRilig
YN

then they (m) kept YN
then they (f) kept piakiigl
then you (mp) kept gl WD]
then you (fp) kept pale WD]
then we kept TRUNRI

Paradigms for Hebrew I & 11, page 2
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Paradigm 7: The Noun

Absolute State
000 horses (mp) 010
N0 mares (fp) [piekle

Construct State
©I0  horses of (mp) 010
NIDIO  mares of (fp) iglekie;

horse (ms)

mare (fs)

horse of (ms)

mare of (fs)

Paradigm 8: Adjective Phrases

With Nouns Marked Normally for Masculine and Feminine

023 20 good horses
N2 NIVID  good mares
D27 00V the good horses
NI N0V the good mares

2 D10  agood horse
72W OW  a good mare
237 DIV  the good horse

n;ﬁmn 1191077 the good mare

With Nouns Marked Abnormally for Masculine and Feminine

D27 OWINT  the good men
ighinbiichy! D‘WQU the good women
mpinyi) m:r; good fathers
ighinbiichy! mm}ja the good lands

W7 W the good man
72T TWRT  the good woman

29 28 agood father

ﬁ;‘lwﬂ VYORT  the good land

Note: The fem. pl. “women” is marked as though masc. pl. in Hebrew: D‘WQ .

The masc. pl. “fathers” is marked as though fem. pl. in Hebrew: m:g .

The noun for “land” or “country” is an unmarked fem.: 7N .

The adjective in each case will have the expected form.

Paradigms for Hebrew I & 11, page 3
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Paradigm 9: Nouns with Pronoun Suffixes (Possessive)

Masculine Singular Nouns (or Unmarked Feminines)

m{eple their (m) horse
1970 their (f) horse
2010 your (mp) horse
12970 your (fp) horse
13030 our horse

Feminine Singular Nouns

algleble

their (m) mare

ini=kle] their (f) mare
2090  your (mp) mare
12090 your (fp) mare
AN our mare

010
giekle
o
o1
gele

g
plglep
JIACES
NP0
o’

his horse

her horse

your (ms) horse
your (fs) horse

my horse

his mare

her mare

your (ms) mare
your (fs) mare

my mare

Masculine Plural Nouns (or Feminine Nouns Marked Like Masculine Nouns)

RI100  their (m) horses
179 their (f) horses
B2°00  your (mp) horses
1270  your (fp) horses
WV our horses

1O
oW
TR
ToM
Netlo

his horses

her horses

your (ms) horses
your (fs) horses

my horses

Feminine Plural Nouns (or Masculine Nouns Marked Like Feminine Nouns)

DU’WO-‘ID their (m) mares
]U"IjﬁDWD their (f) mares
n;*nﬁmo your (mp) mares
p*mﬁmo your (fp) mares
WOV our mares

ghielle
yliekle
ENglekle
Tniow
Naliekle

his mares

her mares

your (ms) mares
your (fs) mares

my mares

Paradigms for Hebrew 1 & II, page 4
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Paradigm 10: The Noun 28 (Father)

Note: The nouns MR (brother) and 112 (mouth) follow a similar paradigm.

Absolute and Construct

mngs fathers )
n9aN  fathers of (construct) IR

Singular with Possessive Suffixes
RiIT3AR  their (m) father TR
TN their (f) father maN
22°2X  your (mp) father AN
1273 your (fp) father TN
13AR our father =

Plural with Possessive Suffixes

DRIIR  their (m) fathers TN
* 3fp *
D2°NI3N  your (mp) fathers NN
* 2fp *
MNIAX  our fathers MI2N

father

father of (construct)

his father

her father

your (ms) father
your (fs) father

my father

his fathers

3fs

your (ms) fathers
2fs

my fathers

*Unattested for 2R , but cf. 1IN (her brothers) and MR (your [fs] brothers).

Paradigm 11: Some Other Irregular Nouns

CWI) DR men YR man
(‘WJ ) Dﬂw'a women ( nmujs = my wife, nwg) mg-x woman
(nﬁBjk_{) ﬂﬁBjK_ﬁ: lands ("SR =my land) "IN land, earth
("32)0M3 sons (02)13 son
(M132)N12  daughters ("2 = my daughter) N2 daughter
oW cities Ty city
DWNT  heads wiNe  head
DAY names DY name

Paradigms for Hebrew I & 11, page 5
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Paradigm 12: Prepositions with Pronoun Suffixes

The Preposition '7 (Pattern Like the Singular Noun)

Dﬂ‘? to them (m) 5 to him
TS /7% to them (f) M2 to her
DD‘? to you (mp) -[5 *to you (ms)
1925 **to you (fp) T2 to you (fs)
WJ‘? to us " tome

*In “pause,” the form coincides with the fs form: ‘[‘? . **QOccurs only once: Ezekiel 13:18.

The Preposition "7& (Pattern Like the Plural Noun)

DTT’BN unto them (m) 1“?8 unto him
]U"L.?K'S: unto them (f) U’bx unto her
D;"L.?K'S: unto you (mp) '[‘L?N unto you (ms)
*]D"L?N unto you (fp) ':["?S unto you (fs)
’IJ"‘?S unto us “?S unto me
*Reconstructed form (but cf. ]3‘53.7 , Ezekiel 23:49).
The Preposition 1
QiR /AR from them (m) 3112 *from him
171/ 7312 from them (f) manll - from her
221 from you (mp) A1 from you (ms)
NA" from you (fp) T2 from you (fs)
212 *from us 12 from me
#2112 = either “from him” or “from us”
The Preposition 2
D2/002 / A2 / DIMD  like them (m) M like him
172 /7302 like them (f) T:Tﬁ?JTD like her
D22 / DOM2  like you (mp) M2 like you (ms)
NA like you (fp) NA like you (fs)
13?3;3 like us ‘J?D;J like me

Paradigms for Hebrew I & II, page 6



Paradigm 13:

OPR  them (m)
HION - them (f)
QONN you (mp)
you (fp)
MR us

Independent Object Pronouns

NN
mighy
o
T

NN

him

her

you (ms)
you (fs)

me

*]DN in Ezek. 16:54; n;zjx in Exod. 35:26 (cf. Ezek. 34:21); and ]nmx in Ezek. 23:47.

Paradigm 14: Demonstratives and Demonstrative Phrases

Near Demonstratives

MOR  these (c)

Far Demonstratives

Qi1 / 27 those (m)

n37  those (f)
Demonstrative Phrases

ﬂ"?k_{ﬂ mNetloly! these horses

=laiali=X=kloh; those horses
ngxa mmon these mares
‘-@UD mDWOU those mares

.

PNT

Bl
N

this (m)
this (f)

that (m)

that (f)

ma 0w this horse
NI 0301  that horse

DN ajekloly this mare
 Sininlinietloh that mare

Paradigm 15: Adjectives and Demonstratives in Sentences

D07 2°2W  The horses are good.

oxowon ﬂ‘?_?ﬁ These are the horses.

Q0107 2T Those are the horses.

N0 NI The mares are good.

ghlebloby ﬂ‘?{{ These are the mares.

MO M7 Those are the mares.

D127 2W  The horse is good.
O M1 This is the horse.
O NI That is the horse.

7O MW The mare is good.
fa(egloly XY This is the mare.
97 N7 That is the mare.

Paradigms for Hebrew I & 11, page 7
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Paradigm 16:
e
niSw>

Paradigm 17:

apiatis

ahmlals

150

mizp

MY

At

The Qal (Active and Non-Stative) Participle with 5@?

ones (m) killing, killers stP one (m) killing, a killer
ones () killing, killers ﬂ‘?fDP / ﬂ‘?fDP one (f) killing, a killer

The Qal (Active and Non-Stative) Participle with '1?;!57

ones (m) keeping, MY one (m) keeping, a keeper

keepers

ones (f) keeping, keepers ﬂj@w / NWDW one (f) keeping, a keeper

Paradigm 18: The Imperative with 5@?

Kill! (2mp) “bwe /SR Killl (2ms)
TT‘?E‘? Kill! (2ms, “emphatic”)
Kill! (2fp) Lrs Killl (2f)

Paradigm 19: The Imperative with 1?_3!57'

Keep! (2mp) 'W?TD‘L:?/T?JW Keep! (2ms)
TTTT?JIQ Keep! (2ms, “emphatic”)
Keep! (2fp) MY Keep! (2fs)

Paradigm 20: The Negative Particles

1'R: nouns and participles (33" [3ms or lcp], IR, IR, IR, IPR, DIR 00N

<22 oM "R : There is no water in the pit. Ty 1R : There was no one helping.

DD‘? ]Dﬁ 3R T'am not giving to you.

XY: verbs or a verbless predicate: M (D" 8 (he will not keep); N7 23 NS (he is not good).

‘72‘5: volitive verbs: =1 I@?D'5IS (do not keep); ﬂ@ﬁ:t_ﬁi"?{i (let me not be put to shame).

‘D‘?;‘?: infinitives: 1]?3?3"7;& ‘m‘?:_l% (not to eat from it).

Paradigms for Hebrew I & 11, page 8
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Paradigm 21: The Final He Root, Qal Pattern

The SC (“Perfect™)

122 they built bkl he built

T TT

nna2 she built
anna you (mp) built N2 you (ms) built

M2 you (fp) built nha you (fs) built

1272 we built N2 I built

The PC (“Imperfect”)

22 they (m) will build *132° he will build
m3733n they (f) will build **1320 she will build
120 you (mp) will build maan you (ms) will build
m373an you (fp) will build 2R you (fs) will build
mal we will build maaN I will build
*Jussive 137, wei 1371 **Jussive 127, wei ]2
The Imperative
13 Build! (2mp) ma Build! (2ms)
mMaa Build! (2fp) 2 Build! (2fs)
The Participle
02  ones building (mp) M3 one building (ms)
N2 ones building (fp) ﬂ!ﬁ one building (fs)

The Infinitives: Absolute = ﬁ]; or ﬁjg ; Construct = mJ; (mJ::Ib)

Paradigms for Hebrew I & 11, page 9
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Paradigm 22: The Verb i1 in the Qal Pattern

The SC (“Perfect™:

M7 they were M7 he was
mRYT she was

DM you (mp) were DM you (ms) were
*  *you (fp) were D7 you (fs) were
2T we were M Twas

*Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

The PC (“Imperfect”):
1Y they (m) will be #1077 he will be
mINAN  they (f) will be **MAR she will be
PR you (mp) will be MR you (ms) will be
kak o wkkyou (fp) will be YR/ you (fs) will be
M we will be MR Twill be
*Jussive M1, wei N **Jussive M0, wei WM

*#*Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.
The Imperative:
P"T1/] Be! (2mp) / And be! MM /777 Be! (2ms) / And be!
* % (2fp) M7 Be! (2fs)
*Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

The Participle:

* % (mp) * % (ms)

* % (fp) M7 one being (f5)
*Unattested in the Hebrew Bible. The fs ptcp. is a 4./, in Exodus 9:3.
The Infinitives: Absolute = TT"U /ﬁ‘D ; Construct = ﬂﬁ‘a /ﬁﬁ"ﬂ‘? (DDﬁ’U;ﬂ = when they were)

Paradigms for Hebrew I & II, page 10
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Paradigm 23: The Initial Yod Root, Type B, Qal Pattern

The SC (“Perfect”): These forms are “regular.”

177 they went down 770 he went down
177 she went down
2R77Y  you (mp) went down D77 you (ms) went down
T you (fp) went down D77 you (fs) went down
177 we went down 77 I went down
The PC (“Imperfect”): In these forms the root letter yod is elided.
177 they (m) will go down 7 he will go down
13770 they (f) will go down TR she will go down
1777 you (mp) will go down TR you (ms) will go down
maTan you (fp) will go down TR you (fs) will go down
773 we will go down TN Twill go down

The Imperative: In these forms the root letter yod is elided.
117 Go down! (2mp) *37 Go down! (2ms)
M7 Go down! (2fp) 17 Go down! (2fs)

**“Emphatic” imperative = 17717

The Participle: These forms are “regular.”
277 ones going down (mp) T2 one going down (ms)
MTY" ones going down (fp) TI77/NT7 one going down (fs)

The Infinitives: Absolute = "ﬁ'ﬁ: ; Construct =177 (ﬂ"l'ﬁ‘? ; Y772 = when I go down)

Paradigms for Hebrew I & 1II, page 11
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Paradigm 24: The Root ji?a, Qal Pattern (Analogous to Initial Yod, Type B)

The SC (“Perfect™): These forms are “regular.”

13:5:! they went "i‘?n he went
TTD"?TT she went
Dﬁ:?ﬂ you (mp) went n:‘_an you (ms) went

*1n:§n you (fp) went n:‘?a you (fs) went

1335? we went ‘nD‘?U I went

*Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

The PC (“Imperfect”): In these forms the root letter yod is elided.

129" they (m) will go #75  he will go
M550 they (f) will go 350 she will go
ﬁDi?D you (mp) will go '[517 you (ms) will go
#1359R  you (fp) will go 250 you (fs) will go
'[53 we will go '[52'@ I will go

*wei '[5’] , '[‘7!1] **Only in Ruth 1:11.

The Imperative: In these forms the root letter yod is elided.
D5 Go! (2mp) (79 *75 Go! (2ms)
199/m2% Got @fp*) 5 Go! (2fs)
**“Emphatic” imperative = ;'@5 ; **Only in Ruth 1:8, 12.
The Participle: These forms are “regular.”
D’D%ﬁ ones going (mp) 'I‘jn one going (ms)

mD?ﬂ ones going (fp) *n;?’n / ﬂD‘?T’T one going (fs)
*Only in Jeremiah 3:6.
The Infinitives: Absolute = '[1‘77], Construct = ﬂD‘? (ﬂ:%? ; 1ﬂ3‘73 = when he went)

Paradigms for Hebrew I & II, page 12
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Paradigm 25: The Middle Vav Root, Qal Pattern (210)

The SC (“Perfect™):

*D}Q they returned Ay he returned

T

*M2Y  she returned

TAT

DR2Y  you (mp) returned DAY you (ms) returned
**Tn:@ you (fp) returned ﬂ:@ you (fs) returned
N2Y  we returned MY I returned

*Note the stressed syllable (marked with atnach) **Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.
The PC (“Imperfect”):

WZHW': they (m) will return T*:nw’: he will return
**TT;":WWN / HQDWQ they (f) will return T*ZWWD she will return
131(27!:1 you (mp) will return ZWWD you (ms) will return
TT;’JWWD / HQDWQ you (fp) will return ‘;HWD you (fs) will return
AW we will return 2WR T will return

*Jussive = DW: , DWIT’I twei = 3@7:] (wayyasob), 3@7@]
**Reconstructed based on other roots and analogy with the 2{p.
The Imperative:
123 Return! (2mp) x37y  Return! (2ms)
**npw Return! (2fp) 2 Return! (2fs)
**“Emphatic” imperative = ;‘f;ﬁfﬁ **Ruth 1:8, 11, 12.
The Participle:

D’;@ ones returning (mp) 2y one returning (ms)

ﬂ‘l:@ ones returning (fp) *ﬂ;@ one returning (fs)
*Note the stressed syllable (marked with atnach).
The Infinitives: Absolute = 23; Construct = 27 (:W? ; ’;’IW; = when I return)
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Paradigm 26: The Middle Yod Root, Qal Pattern (20)

The SC (“Perfect™:

MY they put o he put

AT
T

*1RY  she put

TAT

Dﬁ?ﬁ@ you (mp) put DDW you (ms) put
**]nmp you (fp) put DDW you (fs) put
WAL we put MY Iput

*Note the stressed syllable (marked here with atnach) **Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.
The PC (“Imperfect”):

MY they (m) will put *o2py e will put
*FIUN  they (f) will put TN she will put
MWH you (mp) will put DWA  you (ms) will put
*INUN  you (fp) will put MW you (fs) will put
D‘W; we will put D‘Wks I will put
*Jussive =0WY , DWA Twei =00, DUM

**Reconstructed form, unattested in the Hebrew Bible (but cf. ﬁ;b.‘ﬁj , let them rejoice).
The Imperative:

M Return! (2mp) *0'p  Put! (2ms)

*x ok (2fp) MY Return! (2fs)
**“Emphatic” imperative = ﬂ@‘fﬁ **Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.
The Participle:
D"?J@ ones returning (mp) gfg one putting (ms)

Tﬂﬁ?ﬁfg ones returning (fp) T*12Y  one putting (fs)
*Note the stressed syllable (marked with atnach).
1 Reconstructed form, unattested in the Hebrew Bible (but cf. ﬂﬁ@', female singers).

The Infinitives: Absolute =2 (cf. T;: , 2%/ 217); Construct =2 (Dﬁfﬁ? ; O = rare;
‘?_NW; = when I put); other middle yod infinitive constructs =17 (to judge), 377 (to contend),
DY (to put), 7MW (to sing), 1A (to burst forth), YW (to meditate).

Paradigms for Hebrew I & II, page 14
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Paradigm 27: The Initial Aleph Root, Qal Pattern (N72R)

The SC (“Perfect™): Here the initial aleph acts like an ordinary guttural.

MR they said pih he said
TR she said
RN you (mp) said DAY you (ms) said
* NN you (fp) said PR you (fs) said
WMR - we said RN Tsaid
*Note the stressed syllable (marked with atnach).

**Reconstructed from post-biblical Hebrew.

The PC (“Imperfect™):

TN they (m) will say * MR he will say
TTD?_DRH they (f) will say RN she will say
’ﬁ@xﬂ you (mp) will say MNP you (ms) will say
o **you (fp) will say ’TTQ&H you (fs) will say
AR we will say AR T will say

*wel = 7?;&’] , ﬁ{;&ﬂ] **Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

The Imperative: Here the initial aleph acts like a guttural, but with a chateph-segol.
TR Say! (2mp) SN Say! (2ms)

* 2fp TN Say! (2f)
* Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

The Participle: These forms are regular.
D‘T?:D'N ones saying (mp) SN one saying (ms)

mW?;R ones saying (fp) ﬂjT:JR / mnx one saying (fs)

The Infinitives: Absolute = 71?315; Construct = 1?325 / W?J?f (7'?3&5 ; W?J&Z)

Paradigms for Hebrew I & II, page 15
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Paradigm 28: The “Doubled” Root, Qal Pattern

The SC (“Perfect”):
120 /31230 they surrounded 22D  he surrounded

- T

#1720 /*17230  she surrounded

*k o kk *9139 you (ms) surrounded
sk kk kk skk
#3920 we surrounded MI2D 1 surrounded

*Form reconstructed from other roots of similar type. **Form unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

The PC (“Imperfect”):

WB'D: they (m) will surround jo: /23" he will surround
13'22N  they (f) will surround *30!3 /2BA  she will surround
WB'OD you (mp) will surround 29N you (ms) will surround
** k% (2fp) 200 / #2300 you (fs) will surround
jDQ we will surround DR I will surround

*Form reconstructed from other roots of similar type (cf. T'IJD <MY “5?1‘1 < 55?; MW <N,
DP& <23P). **Form unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

The Imperative:
120  Go around! (2mp) 20 Goaround! (2ms)

**(21p) 20 Go around! (2fs)

*Form unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

The Participle: These forms are regular.

D":;O ones surrounding (mp) 220 one surrounding (ms)

*ﬂﬁ:;b ones surrounding (fp) *ﬁ:ZD one surrounding (fs)

*Reconstructed form based on other roots of similar type.

The Infinitives: Absolute = *39 (cf. 3> < 23P); Construct = 30 / 330 (30 ; 3307 ; 0273
= when they multiply, <227).

Paradigms for Hebrew I & II, page 16
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Paradigm 29: The Root 813, Qal Pattern

The SC (“Perfect™):

N2 they came

BOR2  you (mp) came

ko ckek

n:x; we came

*Note the stressed syllable (marked with atnach).

The PC (“Imperfect”):

WN’E: they (m) will come
HQ’RZD / TT;N:@ they (f) will come
1&'31:1 you (mp) will come
* ¥ (2Mp)

Nﬁ:; we will come
**Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.
The Imperative:

W2 Come! (2mp)

N2

T

N2
PN2
PN

he came

she came
you (ms) came
you (fs) came

I came

**Unattested in biblical Hebrew.

X9
Yl
Ykl
Nian
RIIN

92
W2

**“Emphatic” imperative = ;‘I$2 **Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

The Participle:

B'R2  ones coming (mp)

mx; ones coming (fp)

*Note the stressed syllable (marked with atnach).

he will come

she will come
you (ms) will come
you (fs) will come

I will come

Come! (2ms)

Come! (2fs)

N3 one coming (ms)

*R2  one coming (fs)

The Infinitives: Absolute =N12; Construct = X2 (Nﬁ:? ; ﬁRD; = when he came)

Paradigms for Hebrew I & II, page 17
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Paradigm 30: The Root ]0J in the Qal

The SC (“Perfect™):

N3 they gave

2PN you (mp) gave
¥ (2fp)
103 we gave
*Unattested in biblical Hebrew. **Ezek. 16:33, 36
The PC (“Imperfect”):

he gave

11aN3  she gave

you (ms) gave

**P01 you (fs) gave

NN Igave

WY they (m) will give i he will give
* % (3fp) 100 she will give
WA you (mp) will give 1R you (ms) will give
* % (2f]) AR you (fs) will give
173 we will give IR T will give
*Unattested in biblical Hebrew.
The Imperative:
WR Give! (2mp) 10 Give! (2ms)
w5 (fp) R Give! (2fs)
*“Emphatic” imperative = 17 **Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.
The Participle, Active: These forms are regular.
D’Jljl ones giving (mp) ]n] one giving (ms)
* *(fp) * Ok (fs)

*Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

The Participle, Passive: These forms are regular.

B3N  ones given (mp)

NN ones given (fp)
*Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

113 one given (ms)

k% (fs)

The Infinitives: Absolute = ]ﬁﬂ; ; Construct =D (I'IDL? ; ‘Iﬁﬂ;ﬂ = when he gives)

Paradigms for Hebrew I & II, page 18
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Paradigm 31: The Root ﬂi?i? in the Qal

The SC (“Perfect”): These forms are essentially regular.

HHP‘? they took HE‘? he took
TTUP‘? she took
Dﬂﬂ|?5 you (mp) took DHE‘? you (ms) took
* you (fp) took NUE‘? you (fs) took
131‘!;?5 we took ’ﬂﬂ|?5 I took

*Unattested in biblical Hebrew.

The PC (“Imperfect”):

MPY  they (m) will take mP he will take
¥ *they (f) will take MR she will take
*IMPR  you (mp) will take MPR - you (ms) will take
* you (fp) will take PR you (fs) will take
MP3  we will take mPR T will take
*Unattested. **The dagesh is omitted from the P when it has only a shewa under it.

The Imperative:
NP Take! (2mp) M2 Take! (2ms)
5 2fp M2 Take! (2fs)

*“Emphatic” imperative = 172 **Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

The Participle, *Active: These forms are regular except for the furtive patach.

DT‘PL’ ones taking (mp) QPB one taking (ms)

3k fy * fs
*The passive participle occurs once in the mp: D”Ui?_? (Proverbs 24:11).

**Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

The Infinitives: Absolute = Uﬁp?; Construct =N (HUE? ; mni?: = when he took)

Paradigms for Hebrew I & II, page 19
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Paradigm 32: The Initial Yod Root, Type B, Hiphil Pattern (77)

In all forms the root letter yod becomes cholem-vav (1).

The SC (“Perfect™):

1793 they brought down malhin
TN

DRI you (mp) brought down igmimhin
*INTIT you (fp) brought down igmimhin
WIM we brought down T

*Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

The PC (“Imperfect™):

T they (m) will bring down I
*M TN they (f) will bring down Tn
190 you (mp) will bring down T
*13 770 you (fp) will bring down TN
"9 we will bring down TN

*Unattested in biblical Hebrew. Jussive =171 ; wei = "ﬁj’] .

The Imperative:
17" Bring down! (2mp) T
*ﬂ;?jﬁﬂ Bring down! (2fp) TR

*Unattested in biblical Hebrew.

The Participle:
#*Q 1M ones bringing down (mp) "9
*1T7M  ones bringing down (fp) T

*Reconstructed on the basis of analogy and post-biblical Hebrew.
**Reconstructed on the basis of other initial-yod roots.

he brought down

she brought down
you (ms) went down
you (fs) went down

I went down

he will bring down

she will bring down

you (ms) will bring down
you (fs) will bring down

I will bring down

Bring down! (2ms)

Bring down! (2fs)

one bringing down (ms)

one bringing down (fs)

The Infinitives: Abs. =777 ; Cstr. =177 (W’W_ﬁ:‘b ; ﬁ‘j‘lﬂ; = when he brings down)

Paradigms for Hebrew I & II, page 20
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Paradigm 33: The Root "['?:! in the Hiphil Pattern

In all forms the root letter se becomes cholem-vav (V).

The SC (“Perfect™):

* 3¢p 'Tbﬁﬁ he brought
* 3fs

* 2mp * 2ms

* 21 * 2fs

* lcp ’m?bﬁﬂ I brought

*Unattested in biblical Hebrew.

The PC (“Imperfect”):
WD"L?V they (m) will bring Tf[’b"l’ he will bring
* 3fp * 3fs
* 2mp * 2ms
* 2fp * 2fs
* lcp 79I T will bring

*Unattested in biblical Hebrew. tJussive = '[51‘ ; Wel = T[‘_?ﬁ’] . TtWei= '[51&1 .
The Imperative:
12°57 Bring! (2mp) 799 Bring! (2ms)
* 2Mp ’D’{?’U Bring! (2fs)

*Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

The Participle:
* mp 'T’%ﬁ?: one bringing (ms)
ﬂﬁD‘bﬁD ones bringing (fp) * fs
*Unattested in the Hebrew Bible.

The Infinitives: Abs. = unattested ; Cstr. = ':["i?ﬁﬂ (':[‘%TT‘? ; ﬁD‘bﬁﬂi? = to bring him)

Paradigms for Hebrew I & 11, page 21
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Paradigm 34: The Middle Weak Verb, Hiphil Pattern (21U)

The SC (“Perfect™):

12T they restored 2% he restored

MW she restored

*0ON2WT  you (mp) restored *M2WT you (ms) restored
HJ'J’WH we restored ’D‘lﬂ’WD I restored

*Unattested in biblical Hebrew, but see ﬁﬂ&;f}] (2 Sam 14:10) and 1512171 (Exod 1:16).
**See also 2T (<71, Exo0 20:25).  ***See also DWB‘ET] (<Y7B, Ezek 34:21).

The PC (“Imperfect”):

HD’W: they (m) will restore T*TW': he will restore
**72WN  they (f) will restore T*2WN  she will restore
13’(@7!3 you (mp) will restore J‘WD you (ms) will restore
**Ek - 2fp ‘J’WD you (fs) will restore
MWQ we will restore J‘Wks I will restore

*Jussive =2WY, WA fwei = 2N, 2WUM
**See also MMM (< NXi2 | Lev 7:30; MININ <87, Micah 2:12).
***Unattested, but see i1IRAPN (Jer 44:25, an unexpected form).

The Imperative:

13“47':! Restore! (2mp) *EWU Restore! (2ms)
** 2fp "W Restore! (2f5)
**“Emphatic” imperative = TTTJ’WU . **Unattested in biblical Hebrew.

The Participle:
D’;’W?:ﬁ ones restoring (mp) 2Wn  one restoring (ms)

MWD ones restoring (fp) 72N one restoring (fs)

The Infinitives: Absolute = DWU; Construct = D’WU (D‘WD% ; ﬁ:’fl_?a‘? = to restore him)

Paradigms for Hebrew I & II, page 22
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Paradigm 35: The Initial-NVun Verb in the Hiphil (*72))

*Root is reconstructed, since the nun never actually appears in any form.
The SC (“Perfect”):

1A they told AT he told

AT she told

BTN you (mp) told N737  you (ms) told
NA 2fp *P737T you (fs) told
7T we told NI37T Itold

*Reconstructed by analogy with other roots (cf. Y3 from 33, DRSS from 32, 153M).

The PC (“Imperfect”):

1T they (m) will tell %793 he will tell
*TTIN  they (f) will tell 130 she will tell
1NN you (mp) will tell TR you (ms) will tell
NA (fp) TR you (fs) will tell
T we will tell AR T will tell

*Jussive =20 fwei =727, 7aM
**Reconstructed by analogy (cf. i1JU2R in Psalm 119:171, root J22).

The Imperative:

1A Tell! (2mp) *¥T20 Tell! (2ms)
¥ Tell (2fp) YT Tell! (2fs)
**“Emphatic” imperative = 171217 (more common). **Reconstructed by analogy.

The Participle:
D771 ones restoring (mp) M3 one telling (ms)

*[3T731  ones restoring (fp) N7 one telling (fs)
*Reconstructed by analogy (cf. PP W |, Ezek. 3:13, root PUY).

The Infinitives: Absolute = 71317; Construct = 171 ('T’JUT?, cf. ﬁﬁﬁBU; = when he struggled,
root 18, Psalm 60:2 [Heb. numbering, part of the title]).

Paradigms for Hebrew I & II, page 23
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Chart 1: The Regular Verb, Suffix Conjugation (“Perfect”)

Hophal Hiphil Hitpael Pual Piel Niphal Qal

Swon | Swpn| Sopnn ol e gl Stp | 3ms

TPRRT | MPURT | MPRpRN | mpwp | mpwp | mpwpy|  mpwp 3

powpn | mbwpm | mpbepnnm | nbep | nbwp | moppy | nbwp | 2ms

nbepn | nbepm| nbepnm | nbep | nopp| nbepl|  nbwp s

noepn | bR | cnbrpnd | oRbbp | RoBR | mowpy | onbwp | les

“ron | Awpn | aboenn 150 150 1502 150> | 3cp

onbwpn | onowp | oRobpnT | onSwp | oRbwp | oobwpy | onobp | 2mp

NP0RT | noLRR | noepnT | nobp | nowp | noeRl | jnowp | 2P

woopn| vowpn | wowpnm| womp| whup| vowp| woup|te

Paradigms for Hebrew I & II, page 24




Chart 2: The Regular Verb, Prefix Conjugation (“Imperfect”)

Hophal Hiphil Hitpael Pual Piel Niphal Qal
Svpr | Ctwpr| Swpm | Sepy|  Sepr| Sepr|  Sbp | 3ms
oepn | Depm | Sppan ) Swpn | Swpn | Sepn | Stpn | 3
oepp| Dwpn | Swpnn | Sepn| Sepn|  Dwpn|  Swpn | 2ms
oepn| vtepn | Sepan| Swpn| Gwpn | bwpn | Dwpn | s
oepy | Dwps | Sppas | Sepy | Dmpw | Dopy | Stpw e
upy| wpr|  wpm  wpy|  bwpr)  bwpr|  owpr | 3me
MLRn | mbepn | mbepnn | mbepn | mibwpn | ‘mibepn | mibbpn ) e
epn | repn | Swpan| bwpn | hwpn | bepn ) Sppn | 2mp
MPLPR | MZEPR | TIORPOR | MISBpR | MiSBPR | mijepn | mivepn | b
oepy|  Dwpr|  Sepma| Swpr| Dwpa| Sepy|  Swpy|lep
'Also SDPR . *Rarely M50RN . *Also MSBPNN .

*2fp forms are rare. Only 17 instances are attested in the OT for any verb root in any pattern,

including both PC and wci forms (Bible Works for Windows™),

>Jussive L?fDPj , wWei ‘7&‘7‘2] .

Paradigms for Hebrew I & II, page 25
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Chart 3: The Regular Verb, Imperative

Hophal Hiphil Hitpael Pual Piel Niphal Qal
* Sepm | Swpnn| o+ Sep | Swpn|  Sbp|2ms
« | bwpn| oopom| Dup | twpm| e |2
* wpn | bwpnn| “op | bvpn| bop | 2mp
+ | mbepn| mpwpnn| ¢+ | mbpp| mbwpnm| mitep |2

*Passives by nature are not normally put in the imperative. There are no pual imperatives in the
Hebrew Bible, but there are two hophal imperatives, one in Jeremiah 49:8 and one in Ezekiel
32:19. In these two cases the subject is not expected to actively carry out the command but to
show the result of an action performed against it.

Chart 4: The Infinitives of the Regular Verb

Hophal Hiphil Hitpael Pual Piel Niphal Qal
Somn | bwpm|  Swpnn Sip i) * 5y | Infa
BQPU mei-;;j bm‘?nn * 5@{_; 5;3?;1 ***5;5? Infc
* Swpnb | Sopnnb |+ Supb | Supnb | 5P | nfe+ b
Pepna | epna | epnma | <1oppa | Vwpz| ¢ | EPR mie3)
+ suffix

*Not attested in biblical Hebrew.
**The spelling 5?5? is also attested frequently.

***The spelling Bﬁtbﬁ is also attested frequently.

+Only one example found in the Hebrew Bible: ﬁma;; (his being afflicted; Psa 132:1).
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Chart 5: The Participle of the Regular Verb, Qal Pattern

Qal Passive Qal Active GN
gl 5> | ms
mwp | e /nLp |
D¥5p DWouR | mp
MR niSep | fp

*The optional ending with —a is available for any fs participle but is less common. It is required
with the gal passive participle and with all participles from middle weak roots.

Chart 6: The Participle of the Derived Patterns

Hophal Hiphil Hitpael Pual Piel Niphal | GN
oOppn | Depn | Swpnn | Dppn | Sepn | Dwpy|ms
noppn | nbwpn | nbwpnn | nbwpn | npwpn | noup: |t
DUoRpR | DR | Sowpmn | mouph | Dihrpn | moppy | mp
miSwen [ niowen | nibepmn | mibnen | nibnpn | niboR) | e

*The optional ending with —a (e.g., ﬂ‘?fDPJ) is available for any fs participle but is less
common. It is required with all participles from middle weak roots.
** Another form is L?fTDPD
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